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cannot analw.c them but soniewliere or other there must

exist rctdilies to which the emotions correspond, and in the

absence of the knouledt;e of these realities the feelini^s them-

selws must die. If then tiiese re.dities e.xisl an' are known

to exist, we arc at once led out of our own consciousness, li

the)- do not exist it follows that tiie sentiment is unreal— a

creation of the imagination. /Avav ///r iit\issi/y of ii char ob-

jective nilc offaith aiul lijr. Kelii^ion never has existeil, and

cannot exist witlu)Ut a creed. Hut it is arj^ued th.it there is a

natural iiisii;ht into divine things which, were the doj;mas of

C'hristianit)- swept away, would L;ive to m.in a freer, purer ami

nobler creed. What then h.is this natural insight actuall}'

gi\en .'' Rationalism has not ^i\en us a sini;le truth which is

not found in the Hil)le. It has no reliL;ious creeil of its own.

Uj) to a certain point the rationalist affirms, and then he begins

to deny ; but so lar as he aftirms, he only slates what the

Scriptures teach
; it is at the point at which he begins to den\-

that his teachings ililfer from those of the Hible. ICven his

affirmations are for the most part loose and one-sided, but Svi

far as the)' ha\e .my positive element in them they .ire cun-

taineil in the W'oril of tiod. Take as an example the views

of the Pantheist, lie maintains that a tlivine life antl energy

pervades the universe. In every atom of matter, in every or-

ganized existence, in every throb of life, (iod is to be found.

All this the Hible expresses in a single sentence, when it says,

" In Him we live and move and have our being." When the

Hible goes on to refer this univers.d perv.isiveness t)f life to

God—a spirit, intinite, eternal and unchangeable, conscious,

intelligent and self-existent—then the Rationalist comes with

his denial, and substitutes an unsubstantial abstraction, fearful

in its very negation of personality. Intuitions have not lead

men into the knowleiige of the true (lod. Heme the necessity

of a revelation. Ihat which belongs to man and to this crea-

tion may be known thrc-ugh the senses, through reasoning, or

through the testimony of man ^ but the things of God—divine

truths and thoughts, God alone can make known, consequent-

ly man must be ignorant of them unless God reveal them.

It is argued that God has implanted in us a con.science, and
has enthroned it as absolute judge and arbiter of truth, by


