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cribvvork and concrete foundation with a masonry super-

structure is being constructed with a preliminary channel

way of 150 feet in width, 1,250 feet in length of which in

to be dredged to a depth of 24 feet at low water, and the

remaining 2,160 feet to a depth of 10 feet at low water

—

there being a rise and fall ot 18 feet at spring and 13 feet at

neap tides respectively. AVith these works alone comple-

ted, upwards ot one mile ofcontinuous wharfaccommodation,

communicating with the shore, will be added to the port of

Queboc. The first section of quay wall, 1,250 feet in

length, forms one side of the enclosed area of the tidal

biisiu on the south side, and the 2,100 feet of the second

section forms one side of the enclosed area of the wet dock

—the whole containing an entire water area of 60 acres.

"Work was begun under this contract in May, 1877, and w'as

continued to the close of November, when the w^cather put

fui end to it for tlie season. During this period the outer

line of low cribwork at the western end, was trenched in

across the .southern channel of the St. Charles, which, when
iiiled with dredge material from the trenches forming the

oxoavation for the foundation of the quay walls of the

Tidal Basin, completely diverted the low w'ater current of

!he river, as was naturally expected hy the engineers. At
tlie eastern end of tlic works, larger crib-work was
constructed and laid in position, closing the low water

tidal ingress and egress at this point ; 120 feet of this latter

(?rib-work was laid on an even bed previously dredged to a

depth of 16 feet below low water mark. Eavly in May
last operations in situ were resumed and continued again

until the close of November, when the last of the high
tides had to be taken advantage of for getting the contrac-

tors' plant into wintm- <juarters. During the workinu'

season thus closed, the excavating and dredging have,

considering the dilhcultit^s encountered, been carried on
with great success. The construction of the deep crib-work

caissons for the reception of the concrete used in the


