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And in tlic second place, wliile in many cii.ses it aj)-

jiears as thou^di tiie apposition and adiiesion of the

omcntiun Iiad been oftlic (greatest benefit in walling' in

and localizinif an acute inllanmiatory process, in others,

the intervention of the membrane, liowever {,'reat its

temporary value, results in serious incoiivenience, not

to say profound injury. When (to quote one of the

examples already given) the omentum jjasses as a

broad l»and deeply between the coils of the small intes-

tine, to gain an attachment to thestumj) of the removed

uterus or other pelvic organ, it must be admitted that

there is serious traction u{)on and disturl)ance of the

movement of the transverse colon, with grave danger

of obstruction to the small intestines. Indeed, Lech-

tenstern had collected in tiie seventies no less than 29

cases of internal hernia of the intestines due to omental

bands. To quote from Professor \\'elcirs admirable

aildress ujyon "Adaptation in Pathological Processes,"

delivered in 1S97 at ^Vashington: "We see here, as

everywhere, that nature is neither kind nor cruel, but

siiniily obedient to law, and therefore consistent.'"'^ In

the great omentum we have a sin;., '-rly delicate vas-

cular organ capable of reacting very rajiidly to irrita-

tion. That is all that it is safe to say. How rapidly

it can react is shown by the case already mentioned,

in which, in a moribund girl, dying 9A hours after su-

ture of the i)erforated stomach-wall, tliere was already

jdastic adhesion of the organ over the sutured area.

That it becomes adherent to organs so distant from the

position in which it is usually found, as are, for exam-

l)le, the anterior aspect of the stomach, the right lobe

of the liver, and the cervical portion of the uterus, is an

indication of what is scarcely sufficiently realized,

namely, that this delicate membrane must constantly
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