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THE AWAKENING

Japanese historians speak of the era of the
Tokugawa regency (1600-1867) ^-s "the Great
IVace.' because during tliat period Japan was
P'^ut.caliy free from civil war, a condition
sharply u. contrast to the preceding .,000 years
ol almost continuous strife.

Kccent Japanese writers and public speakers,
however, commonly refer to the same perioci of
::^o yoars as the •' Long Sleep." and to the Meiji
n-.i as the •Awakening." While Japan slept,
they sav, western nations forged ahead, acquired
knowledge, power, wealth, and world-wide
possessions. When at last Admiral IV. ry
knocked .It her doors oN=,^., disturbed her
slumbers, .md showed to her ships that moved
wiili.uit s.nis and .igainst Ihe wind, the insignifi-
t-inM n( b.T own knowledge .md power was
•'^•'^'^•"t- She rubbed he, sKrpv eves and
wndeied with vaeue le.ir wh.it ,t might
Mgnifv.

flu- Tokug.iwa .Shni;una(e w.is (he first to
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