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A HISTORY OF NURSING

CIIAPTl'R I

KAisi-;Ks\vi;Krii ani) iiii-:

Mi: XT

i)i;aconess movi:-

TllI-^ river Rliiu'lifS bro^d and pcaorful Iirtwx'cii

its ]"W. '^rrvn l)anks before the little Noftli

(jermaii lnwii of Kaiscrs^vrrlh, and the majestic

old ••uiiis (if tlu' Kaisn-pfalz guard the entrance

frnrn the boatdancHng to the quiet streets. Their

tcstimmiy to a proud and knightly past is now ig-

nored, and no one thinks of Kaiserswerth excejit

a. the honu' of the f.iinous Deaconess Mothrr-

hojse—as a sort of shrine, to wliieh i-il.i^riinages

may be made in lo\ing and grateful memories

of tlie simple, self-forgetting devotion of its

founders. In this (juiet, remote village beat hearts

whose rhythm started waves th:it ha\e spre.id

over the earth. The direct and indirect exten-

sions of humane endeavour dating from Kaisers-

werth may indeed be likened, according to the

favourite simile of the German pastors, to the vast

tree beginning as a tiny acorn, whose branches

cover all the earth. In and aroiind the little

town itself now stand eleven noble institutions.


