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mines. b..tJ. .nc.stcr un.l luiiuT . nd miners- kader
made stupendous ,IT<„-ts t,, ,,.,;, u-jti^ tl.e inmu'use
dilliculties Avliicli luck (.1' nian-i).,wer, laek of
material and war ju rves created.

TJiere is, indeed, underlvinn tlie present coal
situatK.n. a deej) })sye}u.l„ni(,il and sociological
problem whieli. t].(,uoh it has manilVsted itself in
relation to tins industry, is in existence e(,uallv in
the case of otlu r industries. Upon the sohitioii of
this problem dq.cnds the existener or elimination
ot the i,resent system whereby capital emph,vs
labour. It I. obvious thnt we have here one of tiu'
Grand Dispute^ 'ull of combustible material full of
intellectual dUHeulti, >. full of im})ortance. ])regnant
with possibilities and impossibilities.
Vet though this is s.), thoun-li we Jiave readied

perha])s one of the turnino-points in the industrial
hhstcny of our country, -.-e must realize that of
those wlio will have the decision in the last resort
only a very small fraction have anv clear idea
either of the problem or the iiuhistry.
In such circumstanc..s i[ is nlwavs desirable t..

sweep away ]Krs..nalities and jx-rmit facts to take
the place of prejudices. Tins is the second purpose
ot this book.

As the problem is so largely- a psvciiological
and so little a material one. I have, after much
consideration, decided to include two short chapters
on the history of the industry. Mv doubt as to the
propnety of this course was due to the fact that the
past histor>- of tlic coal trade shows niauN' grave


