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inoiiopolizeil hv highly organized gilils, who wvw m.iiiily

occupied in each town in Mijjplying tlie needs of that

town, and who held control of entry into the craft could,

and i)robably would, have lianipcred economic progress

even more effectively than a i)crsistent body of ])easant

])roi)rietors. Cojumerce ixuk'etl was naturally controlled

by the wealthy few, who no doubt were convinced tliat

it was their duty to tlevote the resources at their dis])osal

to the development of the world, and, as we have noticed,

the opposition of the Church had for k)ng been removed
;

but ^ jnnuerce is based on industry, for it consists in the

exchange of the products of industry. There were two

ways in which hidustry could be brouglit under the;

control of those la touch with the national ideal: (1)

as soon as the artificer produces for a distant maj'ket

he is in the haiuls of the merchants who conduct the

exchange, this bruigs industry immediately and tUrectly

under the control of commerce
; (2) the so-called capi-

talist system by which the instruments of production-

-

that is to say the tools, machines, material, and organi-

zation uecessiiry for the conduct t)f industry—ctonie into

the jiossession of a few rich men, be they mercluuits or

be they captains of industjy.

By these methods, happening of themselves or con-

sciously i)ursued, industry and the industrial poi)ulation

also became part of that organism or body, of which the

directing head consisted of those inspired by the national

ideal. In no other country of the workl at that time

wab the system of national organization at all comparable

in sensitiveness, in no other country could the resources

of the nation be a})i)lied so (piickly and so completely

to the attainment of an object.

It is of course notorious that there was a dark side

to this econouiic policy—indeed by the tune that the


