
286 GREEN VALLEY

to sec my town. I wiiiit to soc all the new gardens, the

lU'w l>;ihic^. Hi*' new spriiif^ liats mikI (ln >s |i;iHi riis.

"I want to Sir I'.lla 1 1 i;,ri,ni's' tulips aii;l for^t-t-iiie-

iiots (iiid utttnd I'licii' Toiiy's ()|Kii-uir iiRctiiig. I want

to have an ice-crtam sotia at Martin's and wave my
hand at John Gans while la's shaving; a ciistoiiK r. I

wa!it to si'f all thf stoiv windows, especially .Joe H.
'

will's. I w.iiit to shake hands with liillv Evans and

Hank Lolly and hu<r little Hilly.

" I want to go to the ])ost-officc for my mail when

eviT\ lio<ly else is ^ettiii^ Huirs. I want to know if

the l)ank is still there and if l!ie hhu'hinls an<l flickers

are as thick as ever in Park Lane. 1 want to near

Green Valley women calling to each other from their

back yards and see them leaning over the fences to

visit - - and giving each other clumps of pansies, and

golden glow ana hollyhocks. I waJit to see Mrs. Jerry

Dustin's smile and ask her when I can see rncle Tony's

'portraiture* at the Art Institute. I want to seo the

boys' bare feet kicking up the dust and their hands

hitching up their overall straps and hear them whist-

\'\n<r to each other and giving their high signs. I'm

longing to know who's had their house repainted ai.d

where the new houses are going up.

"But— oh— most of all, I want to hear Green

Valley folks say with their eyes and hands and voice - -

' Hello, Nanny Ainslei , when did //on get hack ' ai,
'

' My, Nanny, it's good to see and have you home again."

So, John Roger Churchill Knight, take me down to see

my home town— Green Valley at springtime."

They wont down t!-ro=!gh Grc= n V^db y nt-vofts whore

the spring sunshine lay warm and golden. They greeted

Green Valley men and women and were greeted as only

Green ""alley knows how to greet those it loves.


