
A CLEAR NOTE ON SOCIETY SERVICE

On page 1206 of this issue will Ik- found an
extract from an addreHs by l-'ntsfr S. Keith,

aecretary of the Canadian tSocicty ui Civil

Engineer*. We have not read anj-vhere so
dear an expreamon of the ideal of Society
Mcrvice as ia contained in one paraf^ph of

his address. The development of tus 'deas,

too, shows a very clciir vision of a Soeiety
profjram, one that will cleave close to the
niemliership and ensure their con.stunt un'l

enthusiii.itio supjwrt. It will Ijc noted thiit

he plaros sor\'ife to the individual meml»ers
on a lii)?h plime, by showine, how such service

is a necessar}' precedent to recognition by the
puUie "of tlie en^neer's reftl riace in national
affain," whieh includes. Mr. Keith adds,
"status remuneration and opportunity of

service". But Mr. Keith's address is interest-

ing not only because of its intrinsic merit
but l)ecausc it showM th^t t'>fi trend in profes-

sional thought in Canada m in the same
direcfio i as that here. In other words there
is not nien-ly ii national unity of thought on
cither side of the boundary line. There is an
international unity—whicli gives still greater
validity to the society currents that are

•ettingin both here and in Canada.—fidttorio/
Bng. New Record., Sew York, Thurndaii,

December 37th, 1917.

RECOGNITION OF THE ENGINEER

The leading article in The Canadian
Engineer for this week is an address delivei-ed

by Fraser 8. Keith, secretary of the Canadian
Society of Civil lOngineers, at Ottawa, ir

which an earnest plea is made oalling upon all

members of the profe.ssion, no matter how
small a placa they may till, to do wha<. \.\vsy

can to assure that so far as the future is

concern" d the cnginet'r will bulk lore lari'dv

than he hxs in tlic past, and be awardcil a

greater share of recognition. Slowly but

surely it is bi'ginning to dawn uiwin many
that the present au" Jielongs to the engineer.

During the past few years, and particularly

since the outbreak of war, ttw real value of

the engineer and his work has come to be
recognized more distinctly and more intel-

ligently than ever. The part he baa fdayed
in the war haii doubtless tended to tnrow the
engineer and his work nnoro promiiiently into
the limelight.

Mon- and more the engineer must assert

himsi and secure the nieiisure of public

appreciation which he rightly deserves. .Vs

a public servant, 1.3 is by re:i.son of his habit
of mind and his t.tuning, fully qualified to

tead and direct iHibtie opinkm.

One has <mly to consider at how many
points the engineer touches the life of tfar

community to get a fair conception of how
important his position is. Think of the part
he plays in the safejpiarding of the public
healthy by the design, coastruction and
operation of sewage disposal plants, water
purification plants; his relation to the matter
of production, tmnsportation, and many other
blessings.

His staiuiiiig, or lack of standing, in the
,iublic mind is, in some ineiisure at least, due
to his own modesty. Is it not time that thijt

condition was duuwed and the engineer, ae
an integral part of the community, aat-ert

himself and get the facts concerning his part
in human developr. t before the public by
the use of the schoc , the press, the ^tform
and literature 7 -Editorial, Canadian Sngineer
Nov. ttnd, 1917.

THE FUTURE PLACE OF THE
ENGINKER

Speaking before the Ottawa branch of the
CaMdian Society of Civil Engineers a few
df.ys ago, Mr. I'raser S. Keith, the general
sfrcretary, dwelt upon the necessity for

educating the generil public concerning the
value of the wor'c iuo trained engineer luus

done and is .! )ing. Mr. Keith claims that
the first step has b'H'n taken in ',i\.it there ha«
been an awakening v. ithin the proi'ijssion itself

as instanced by various events that have
transpired within the pivst xmr or two; it

remains now only to arouse those outwda the
profession.

There > no member of the engineering
|iiofessi(.ii, whether civil, electrical, mechan-
ical, cheiiiicai, mining or what not who will

not raise tK)th hands in favor u! Mr. Keith's
appf'ul. Kvcry engineer, loo, will plead guiity

to his own laxity in "IxMxst' '' his prot(^.sion.

Hat, ."Ls h.is l)een pointed -<o often, this

very dislike of publicity or rtising in . iiy

form is an inherent part » the engineo^
mi&e-up. He has cnoaea this profession
largely l)ecause he saw in it an opportunity
to work quietly and uiKMtentatiously. His
outlook on life ha; l)cen too ideal to t«>

mercenary, and the world has accepted hiii:

on his own (•omiitions and .said: ".\ll right,

you stick to your ideal - good work—ttOQ We
will stick to '/Urs -giKxl money."

Yes, the world has taken ailvaiitage of tlic

engineer's high ideals and, not undenrtanding
them and, so, not valuing them, has neglected
to rate them in ddlam and^eents. As a


