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TYPOTETA AND NINE mOUS

eT the Convention hed in Cincinnati, in October,
: 891, a reseution was passed as follows:-

"Reslred, tiat the Executive Conmittee corres-
pond with the local Typothicta and cnploying printers
not muembers of the Typotheta in places haaving a
population of five thousand or more, requcsting an
expression of opinion upon the advisability and prac.
ticability of reducing the Iours of lalbor to nine pier
day, and report to our next annual Convention."

A large number of circulars have since been sent
out, and over three Iundred answers received. Only
sixty of these thouglt the nine-hour day advisable
anl practicable. At the recent Convention in thsis
city, the Typothcta decided that the nine.hour day
is not practicable at present.

It will thus lie scen that thcre has been no shairking
of the question ly this organization. They have
studied the question thoroughly, as far as il was
possildle for them to do. Tivcy have studied its
probalde effects on their ow- businmss, and find tihat
coninion sense and experience provc that a shsorter
working day would le disastrous to then, and to
the public generally, in raising the priccs of hic

-- ianufactured work. They have seen how great a
loss thev would sustain on accotunt of the great less-
ening of production for the sane aiount of invested
capital. They went cnergelically to work to sec
what effect il wout have on wages, on lie lialilh
of the employce, and how the latter would l.e affectei
socially and intellectually. Ail the available evidence
points out. that the mien would not lmic incfited lby

sus a tchange, aid aisasost aniiiiiiiouslv tihey dvcided
tihat ten hsours imsst remain tihe iornetal aivs work
in pri• •ng houses.

Trate. Torontto and ktroit have a Satuirlay half.
holiday dutrmig ite siimiiaer mtionthts, bait tlhis his
b.een granted on otier grounds lisait thsose on whticih
is based tie agitation for a nine.ioutr day. A fiftv-
four hautar or fifty-six hsoir week, witl a Satrlay
.hialf.holiday, is iot e-qual to a nin.-hou.r day. On
five days in tise week the men wvork ten hoturs a day.
and if tliey can work ten hours un five days. il is
reasonalblc tu presumnie that tley can do il on six days.

Tise discussion on the question was very impartial.
and ail seeedil desirous of doing what taey cotuld to
ieip tiheir empsîîlovees; liut tihey were agreed that
such exorbitant deiands as tis ssouhl lKe imet witha
a firn denial. Tihe decision to carry tise case of the
Pittsburgh obstructionisis to tihe higihest court of the
United States was a good one, and if decided against
union obstruction, wil naterially strengthcn tie posi-
tior. of tise Typothsetæ, if a struggle should takc place
between the U.T.A. and the l.T.U.

fle resolution Ibroagiht in by lite conmtittcc on
labor whticht proposed to leave the question of the
htours of labor to thc local Typotheta. to settle was
a good one. but is hardly consistent wita tie proposai
of another committee that tht National Typothetz
shoukl aid the Pittsburg local Typotheta: in every
possible way, especially in the matter of funds. If the
1.T.U. nakcs the nine-lour dav a national or inter-
national movenient, teu tie United Typothsca· of
America niust oppose it as a body, as in suc a union
alone, is there strength. If the 1. T. U. leaves the
matter to the local unions, then the local typolsetae
will lie the proper one to deal with tise question; but
if, as stated, the l.T.U. niales il an international affair,
then it will lise nccessarily tie U.T.A. rs. tise l.T.U.
That sucs trouble should occur wouid lie unfortunate
for both sides.

TORONTO AN» TIE CONVENTION

@efiE well planneil andl generous hospitahay of
f tise Toronto Emîployinig Pristers wiil give

titis city a good iante wierever a dciegate, whio lias
lacen herc. may go. Thscy uiplcidl t creiti au
replitation of Toronto in a woriha isanner. TIse
arrangements were carriv-d out pîerfvctiy. andl no dis-
cord marred teir harition of tise march of lasmiess
Sand pleasire. No hitle detail iati lacen negiected,
and tise printvrs miay feel prouad of tiscir success.
Canadla. loc. las lcen benefited, lbecatse lhe cuiter.
prise andl lbasiness inlecidence of ier citizens has
bcen shown. t ias lbaen denionstratcal tisat Canada
is a nation. Tisat lier people arc ]ive, level.headai,
and prosps:rous; tihat in Canada arc the msaterials
of a great State-in tihe nablest scnse of tisat terni.
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