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The Abbe Constanitin.
BY LUDOVIC' JIAFI-Vï.

CIAPTrEIi Vil.
The noxt Morning, u rturîaing f roia

drill, Joan found P'aul de Lvardone
awaiting hbu nt the Larracks. île
hardly gavealit tinte te dismount-
sud ase soon as thoy woeaone :

"lTati mie, "leaid ho, IITeit me, quick.
ly, ail about your dinner yeserday
1 saw them aîyet! in tbe morniig.
The little ane wae driving the four black

posies, ta scb a rate ! I bowed te
tbern -id you speak of MOI Did
the recognize nie? %Vben are jas go.
ingtLatake meota Longueyai?1 Anser,
auswermta1I

"Anewer !anewer! avich quiestion
irt 1"I

-Tho last one.
Ilwhen yl I take jas te Longue-

val t "
4 & es."
'« I about tan days. Ttaoy do flot

care ta seo auj ana, juet yet. "
"lBut are you gaing ta Langueyai

again before tannilsys?" I
IlOh ! I I ana goine again to.day, nt

four 'clock. But I do uaL cnunt.
Jean Reynaud, the curoes godeon i
That is the way titat I bave soe asily
gaiuod thie confidence a! these two
cbarming aomen. I am n itroduced unu
der tite patroiiage sud indocrsenient o!
the Churc-and thon, iL bas been
discovered that I can be a! service, I
kuon'te country well ; titey are going
ta Mao ie eseful, as a guide. la
short, 1 arn a nobody ; white yau,
Count Paul de Lavrdens-you are a
sornobody. Sa, do flt fear, your turu
will corne witb the ilacs sud baille, wbon
iL i je uezssary te ho billiat, sud kuaw
boy ta dance. You wyul shine titan in
ail your glory sud 1 saat go back, vin-y
itumbiy, ta my obzcurity."

"io n May lau0-it at me as mucit ai
jas please. IL je noflOthe lese true,

o strt-tbe start!"
-" How, the start 1I"
41Look here, Jean, are you trying ta

maro me beira that yon are not ai-
ready in love with oneofaithode o waeu
Ie iL probable l Saenaucit beauty i so
nancit eath! ttoe weath peritaps,
ave.n mare titante beaty ! Sncb
lnxury as that upsots me, unsetties me!
I dreamod ail night ai thoso four black
ponies. with theïr white roses, faur
cockads-and titis itteo-Bettina--is
iL fiai 1"

-0 es, Bttins."l
' Betina ! Colnutosa Bttina do

Lavai-dons ! Isn't titat ater preity 1
And what a perfect little husbaud aite
wyll have iu me! My vacation ie, te
bc tih budband of a Ivoman absnrdlv
ricit. It js e nt s easy as yen migit.
suppose. You muut knov how to ho
ricit, aud I shoulil hava that talent. I
have praved iL; I have already equan-
doed ad goad dos] a! monoy, and if
maulma bail net stopped me-I But
1 amn ail ready ta begin aai.Ah!
bow happy site n'auid ho with me! 1
wouid tare ber lufe litre that af a
fairy pran:ess. In ail berltixury site
wo-ild bc cousciaus af tito tasté, the
art thae kilî of ber ituaband. I tvould
spend my life in dressing ber, advanc-
ang ber, in =&king ber famous in tho
vald. 1 wauîd study ber beauty, se
that it shonld bavae te lam-o that suit.
cd it.4 If iL vere niet for hlm,' site
wonld çsay ta beisl, ' I ould uat ha
go Pretty.' I woaaid know, nat anly
how ta lova bo, Ibut boy tea amuse ber.
Sha would Lave tito wortb a! ber
uuauoy, hoth lu lavea ndl in pîcasurp.
Corne, Jean, tako nume teaNrs. Scou.'a
today ; it wouid bc s gaod mnove.

'I1 canuot, I assure ye.-
-Oh ! vell, only test daja i-Tar, aud

titan, I warn a o, that 1 shal stabliait
myseif thore, sud Içiil net budge. Iu
the Git place, iL yull picaso mamrnas
Site in, stUl, a littie prijudiccil against
titeso Anacicans, site says that abo
wil manago net. tarmuet theni, but I

underetand ber 1 Wheu I caine home
Borne ovening as B> ta ber, 1'Mamma,
I have won the besrt of a cbsrnîing
littie persan %Yho ia aflicted with a
capital o! t'venty millions, sud au
incarne of Lwo or three millions.' They
exaggerate wlîen they talk about
bundrede of millions. ibat evening,
iiasina wiil bu (leighted-becaUu,
wltat is ic, titat in lier heart, ebe
desires for moi Just hat ail gooci
inoth6rs desire for their sons.

IlYou are crazy. 1 do neLtink-I
nover tlionght."

IIListen, Jean, yoen iuy bc virtue
sud wisdomn combined ; but, sav what
you ruay, and do as you wil-Liston-.
aud reuomber what 1 tell you. Jean,
you will faîl in love, ini that hanse.",

'II do not blioe oi," cried Jean,
lauglîiug.

-"1 ar sure of it. A i rerirl/ 1
leave you naw ta your duties."

Jean was perfectly aincere. lie bad
siept well the nigitt before. His second
interview wvith the two sisters bild, as
by ntagic. dispelled the sigbt inquiet
ude which had disturbed bitn after the
(rst meeting. There was to xuch
money in that houso% for a poor fellow
like hini ta find t place there, honor-
ably.

Friendship watt a diffirent thing.
Hie desired witb ail bis beart, sud ho
wouid try with ail hie strength, te gain
the esteetu and regard of these two
woin. Ho would try net ta siee how
beantiful Suzie sud Bettina wre; i
wanild try naeta forget hiuiself again,
as he did the night beoaie, in looking
at the four little feton- the footatools.
They bad said ta biru frankly, cordi-
ally, - lau will be aur frienil."

*1hat vas ail titat ho desireil! Ta
be tbtir friend 1 And that. hu would
ho !

During thofoilowiug tenuilsys every-
tbing conspirod for the succesaf thie
attempt. Suzie, l3ettina, the Abbe and
Jean livedin j the closest sud most, con.
fidential iutitnacy. Iu the naorujngs,

-jhe t?!t eïters toci2- long drives witb
te cure; aud in thé afierno0on,- long

rides on borseitack, with Jean.
Jean no longer triai ta, analyse bis

whether ho Icaneil ta the riat or to
tho leit. Ho feit theo saine devotion,
the saine affection, for bath of thoe
womau. lHo vas perfectly happy, per.
fectly coutented. Then ha couldaflot
bc in love, for love sud contentrnent
rarely dwell barmouiously in the saine
beart.

It was, however, with a little n-
pasiness;ansd regret, that Jlean sawr tho
day approacit, which wouid bring to
aonguehalt ho Tirners, tho ',ortons,

adtewbole tideofa ttoe Anrican
coiony. The day came very quick-y.

On Wodnosday, tho 24tr1f u a ne,
at. four à'clock, Jean went ta the
chateau. Bttina receiveil hint, quite
out of humai-.

IlSncb a dissppoitmnt," aaid site,
i-y ister je flot well. A sligbt

head.aco-nothing serions. It will
ho ail gono to-morrow ; but I darc P'ot
go te ride witla you, ail alone. lu
.Xmérica, 1 could ; but mot lbore,
couldaI11"

Certainly flot," repiied Jean.
Sa 1 Must, soi-d you away, aud

that makes mae so sorry."
IAnd I, too, am sari-y to go ; and

ta ]ose titis ast day, wbicit I bad
boped ta senil wit.b jota. lowevcr,
Sinca it muet h 1 will come te-
morrow ta inquire for yaur aister."".Site will sec yau, he-oIf, thon;I
assure you it is nothing serions. Wili
you grant me a fow minutes conversa-
tion?7 I haec samething ta ;ay ta,
you. Sit devra and listozi tomne, nov.
My sisiter snd I intendeil ta gcL jas
auto, a cernera!f tho salon after dinner,
aud sho wonld hava told you what. I
will now try ta say for us bath. Oniy
1 anm a littln nervous-do mot laugit.
It is very serions. We bath aant ta,
tbank yon for having beenn kind, no
goad, no attentive, crer sinco wo

osOh t madeoiselalle. I beg o! You
-It insI . .'

"Oh i do nût interrupt me. Yau
punt mua ûIlut. I do net kuow bow
te go on. I insiet, however, that it i.
for us ta thank you-not you un. %We
camelabore, two stratagers. Wu were
se fortunato as ta find friends, mute-
dîstly-yes, frionde. iou taak us by
the band. Yeu wont witb unsta 9ee
the farinerasud tho keepors, sud your
godiathor took us ta sec the poor-and
everywhera that we went, tbey lo%'od
younoS much, that tbey immuediatcly
began ta like un a littie on youraccount.
Tltey worship you bere, do you know

- 1 waelbora bere-sl these goad
people have knowîînie froin my cbild.
hood, sud arc grateful ta me for al
that îuy graudfather sud nîy father
did for thena. And thoen, I bloug ta
their rsco.-tbe race of peasauts. My
great grandfatber avas a fariner at
Bargecourt. a village twa lengues froin
bore."

"sOh! oh! you seeni tahac very
proîîd o! it !"

"Neithor prond, nor ashamuei."
1I beg pardon. 1 hought yousoeeu a littie preud ! Wall, thon, 1

eau reply ta that ; that my mother'e
great - grandfatiter n'as a faraier ini
Bretagne. lie went ta, Canada toward
thae close of the last century, t"hen
Canada stili belongAtd te France. Andl
do you like titis country very mucb,
whero you were boas 1"

siVery inuch ; but I shal soon,
perbaps, be oiliged ta leave i."

:.«Nlhyl",
"Wheu 1 amn proinoted 1 shal ho

changedi jta another regimnt, sud
thon I raust go frona post ta post.
But witeu I get. ta ho an aId, i-c ired
general or colonel, I shal certainly
came back ta live sud die beoain my
fatber's ittle hanse."

"And always alone?"
%Vhy alone 1 Indeed, I hepe not."

Yeau mean ta mari-y l'
"les, certaiuly."

'1.1 ;Cu are Pndanvorang t
niai-iy 1"

",No. Ose may thiuk about marri-
in-, but one must uaL seek te a fSy."

«:But titere are poople wbo do eeek
ta mnari-y, sud soaefaithena bave
wiehed ta marry yau."

How do you kuow that 1"
Oh, I kuow very weli ail about

yaur littie affair- Yonuae what je
calicil a goad match; and I repeat iL,
soab ave wieited ta, marry you."

14Who tld yon so 1"
"1Monsieur la Cure."
9-3 1Y daie did wrong," said

Jean, witit considorablo spirit.
.Na.fia, ho did not do wrong; if

auy one was ta blamo iL was 1, sud ta
biaino thi-ougit kiuducss and not titraugh
curIosity, I assure you. 1 discovoreil
that jour goifather was ne.ver so
happy au witon speakiug of yon. Dur.

ing9 aur n'aiks luthe maruinig, 'von
ahane with hlm, in order to a1e iim,
I mention yon, aud ho tells me al
about yonr lufe. You ara rich-you
arce quite ricit. Yon reciva tva itun-
drcd sud thirteen francs sud soinc
centimes a-antit fi-rndthe Goveru-
mient. Isn'ttluat sol

l'Yeso" repliid Jean, deciding ta
Lako bis sitare ai tha curo's indiscre-
tieus witi a good grace.

"on hu aveauanincarna af ight thon.
sand francs."o

esl-most, nat qtuitr."
'Aided ta that, jour bouse, which

is 'vartb about thirt~y thousand francs.
In short, yon -are in excellent ciicu-ca
stances, and alrcady jour band bas
Leen aaked for."

"MTy baud asked for1 No! no!"
"'Yasindeedi Yeasiudoed! Twice

-and jon bave refused twa very fine
niai-age-twa very fine dots-if jota
prtfer. It je al tho saine titing ta so
mnay people. Tva bundred thourand
francs ant ide, Liai-c hiuudred tboruad
ou tho othor. That is considcred an
immmensea minboe, and ye bava ri--

fueed it. Tell vae wby 1 If yen only
kr.ow how curiaus I nite know 1"

IlAb, weil I t wae in r'ilation to
two vory charming young girls -"

I hat je understood ; they always
Say that.."

"lBut whomi I hsrdly know. I wag
compelled-for I resited-I %vas cotu-
pelied to spend two or throe oveninge
with thena lest wintuýr.'

"And then 1"
"Then-I do not know vory wel

how to explain to yau. 1 had only a
feeling of embarrassment, of uneasi-
nests, of duincis, of %vearines -

IlIn short," Baid Bettins, boldly,
"net the slightcat suspicion of love."

"No, not the ]enst; and 1 vory
iiely went back ta my bachelor quar-

t.ers, for I think it je botter net ta
marry nt ail than ta marry without
love. Titat je8tny opinion."

IlAnd it je mine, aia,"
Sho lookcd nt bite, lie lookod at

ber. And ail at once, ta the great
surprise of bath, they found nothing
more ta say-nothing at ail

Fortunately, at this moment, Ilarry
aud Bei!a camne rushing juta the saloit
with cries of deliiht.

"Monqieur Jean ! Monsieur Jean!
Are you there, M onsieur Jean?1 Oome
aud sec aur ponies."

-Ah 1" said Bottins, ber voicesa
littie unsteiidy. IlEdwards bas juet
returned froin Paris. aud bas brought
sanie mites of pons for the cbîldren.
Let ns go aud Seo thein 1"

They weut ont ta Sert the panios,
which were, indeed, wortby of fignring
in the stables of the King of Liliput.

CIIAITERII I.
Three weeks have passed. Jean je

ta leavo aith bis regiment th5 next
day for the camp of Cercaîtes. in t.he
foreat of Orleans; they will ho ten
days an the rnarch inu'going sud caming,
aud ton days in camp. The regiment
je to return ta Souvigny on the lOth
of Anguet.

Jean ie no longer cal in: ean je na
longer happy. lie secs the moment of
departure corne, wlth impatieuce, at
thc saine time, with dread. %Vith
impatience, for ho is suff'tring martyr-
dom; ho je in haste ta escape it.
With dread, for duriug these twenty
ilsys, what wiii becozue of birn witbaut
seeiug ber, witbont. speaking te, ber, in
short, ith ont hcr 1 lier, that. iu
Bettins! lHe loves ber!1

Since when 1 Sinco thbe firat day,
since that meeting .n the cure's garden,
in the mouth of May! That wsu tha
truth! Bnt Jean struggied sud argnoil
with hirneel! ugainst this trutb. lie
tbought ho bad lioved Bottins only
sinco that day twhen thoy twa }'ad
mach a plemaat friendiy talk in tho
littie salon. Sho was Sitting on the
bIne divan near tho wiudow, sud whiio
sho chatted, site smnsed iersol! in
sznoothing ont te rumpîcil toilette of
a Japanoso princess, oneofai Beia'a
dol!s which was lying on a chair, and
witich ]ettins bar! pickcd up nacciani-
csily.

Hoiv did Miss Percival happen ta
"pek te bim o f t base zwo Young girls

whorn ho rnight have anarricil. And
yet, tho question did flot dispîcaso bina.
Ho itad replicil, titat if bo did flot thon
foc] au inclination ta suarry, it was
bc-cause the interviews with thezoyonug
girls had csuscd bimnxo emotion, no,
agitation. Ho hnd smiled as he said
this: bu*t in a few minutes afterwar-de
ho Siniled no longer. Rie had suilden.
ly icarned thec aing of theso emo-
tions sud i%-itaiens. Jean did nlot do-
ccive bimsel!; hc was !ully awarao!
thoextentafiiswound ;--itbadstruck
at bis bearL.

Jean, itowover, did natdcspair. That
Ver day as ho wcut away ho Said ta
bixuslf .IlYes, it i.savere, Véry se-
ver;, but I &hall recover firmiL." lie
sought an excue for his maduess, and
ho fouud it in circumst&nces. This
lovcly girl 1usd be-n wxbit in too mucit
during theolustan days, tac nauch alone
with hum !IlJow couldi ho riet Sch
a texptation Hlo was fascinated with


