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Land Tities Act, lu the counity of York and the city of Toronto during the Pest
year; making the total value of land registered iu Toronto up to the end of 188q'
taking the value at the time of its registration, $3,691,249. But owing tO t he
increased value which'the land has acquired since its first registration, by build'
ings and other irnprovements, the present aggregate value of the land is estiffi,
ated by the learned Master of Tithes to be flot less than $ 10,000,000. cons ieing the Act has flot yet been lu force five years, and that registration ulnder it
entirely optional, this is a pretty good showing.

The most valuable parcel of land registered during the year was on1e of the
value of $ioo,ooo, for which the office fees (exclusive of the contribution tO the
Assurance Fund) only amounted to $5o.65. Not a vcry large amount of d'5,
bursements, considering the value of the property, and the advantages secure
by registration. Another property of the value of, $5o,ooo was regjstered, fo'
which the office fees only amounted to $i8.6o. 0f course, these fees depeîld 011
the state of the titie, and a property with a simple tîtie is generaîîy regjstered 't
considerably Iess expense than one where the title is complicated. On theV ivoe.
we think it must be admitted that lu no case have the disbursernentsbeenexcessiv

About 400 lots appear to have been registered lu the districts of Parry soun1d'
Agoma, Muskoka, Thunder Bay, and Nipissing, during the past year.

The fees of the TIoronto office aiounted iu aIl to $1o,119.78, as aga'15
$5,855.70 in 1888, which is a very considerable increase ; while the expen'e
of the office only amounted to $7,2 15.85, 50 that after paying the entire eXPenls 5

of runnming the office, a very considerable surplus remained in the hands Of the
Go% verni n nt.

We do flot think it should be the policy of the Goverument to make a r ein.
from the office beyond what is necessary for its running expenses, and that 0
stead of rolling Up a surplus it would be better, 'in the interest of the pubi"IC that
the fées of the office should be frorni tirne to time reduced 50 as to cheapen th
deqiing with land under this system as rnuch as possible.._i

\Vhen people find that not only can they carry through land tranSalctîoi
quicker, and cheaper, and with greater security under this new syster' th'
under the old, so weighty an argument in favour of its general adoption tr
out the Province cannot long be withstood.ofie

\Ve have been led to suppose that the establishmnent of the Toronto 1a
was lu the nature of an experiment, and for the purpose of ascertainiflg le
limited scale whether the Torrens systeni of registration and transfe r dt
adopted wvithout inconvenience, and without requiring too costly an exPeC to
on the part of the land-owner lu making the transition from the old sseei
the new. It appears to us that the experience of the Land Titles 0ffcth
Toronto has amply dernonstrated the feasibility of the process of fetgt
required change fromn the old system to the new, and has also demonst.rate th
the expenses of making the change is probably not much, if anythilg, gre oo
than the expense which the land-owner is put to repeatedly upon every tranisact
in wvhich an investigation of his title is required to be made under the o1d y WThose who have hiad personal experience of the practical working Of te 0


