
REMINISCENCES POLITICAL AND PERSONAL

swif t and sounding sentences reduced
the hostile element in the meeting te
subjection was Honoura'ble E. B.
Wood, of Brantford. Ife had been
Treasurer in the Sandfleld Macdonald
Administration, which held office dur-
ing the first Legisiature under Con-
federation. But for reasons which
bave neyer been fully disclosed, per-
hapa partly personal and partly poli-
tical, but nlot neeessarily disereditable,
lie joined bands with Hionourable Ed-
ward Blake against the sardonie, in-
tractable, petulant, obatinate, incor-
ruptible politician, who was incau-
tious eniough to meet the House with
a group of constituenciea unrepresent-
ed and confident enoug in biu ha w»
integrity te negleet the «fences",
which, if properly guarded, would
have protected the citadel against suc-
cessful attack. Defeated by one vote
on the Address, Mr. Sandfleld Mac-
donald sougbt to adjourn the Legis-
lature for a fartnight, but Le could
not prevail againgt the forces whieb
had mnceuvred so dexterously te ae-
e<>mpliah bis destruction.

During the contest in Ontario 8ir
John Macdonald was engaged in the
negotiations whieh produced the
Treaty of Washington. The. Conserva-
tive leader was anxious te have the
eleetion delayed until 'bis returu te
Canada, but Sandfleld would not be
advised, nor would Le delay ealling
the Legisiature together ntil the
~vaant seats were filled. Iu Pope's
"IMemoirs of 8fr John Macdonald"
there la a letter from the Federai lead-
er whleh shows bow fully lie under-
stood the situation lu Ontario. "I
hope," lie said, «that nothiug will hap-
peu te Sandfleld or bis Goverumeut.
I amn vain enough to think that if 1
were in bis place just now, and Lad Lis
cards, I could csrry hini tbrough the
Ozst three weeks of the. session (*here-
in alone there is auy danger) triumph-
antly. 1 amnot ssure that e
will b. able te m&aeit Limacilf?
Sir John Macdonald would have nsed
the surplus wbieb Sandfield Lsd se-
.nurnlated, have creatod two or three

new portfolios, and have delayed the
seson ntil lie had a complete Par-
liament. But his advice was net
taken. Mr. Sandfleld Macdorald re-
signed, 'Mr. Blake teoc office, and for
more than thirty yearrs thereafter the
Liberai party enjoyed an nnbroken
ascendancy lu Ontario. Ail this be-
cause the coiinsel of the most consum-
mnate political strategist in C*nnadian
histnry wap rcjected.

We do not know the exact relation
of Honourable E. B. Wood te these
events.. We (Io krnow that lic broke
away from Sandfleld Macdonald and
unitcd with Blake and Mackenzie to
bring in a Liberal Administration.
During the debates preeeding Sand-
tlald's downfail, a vigilant Conserva-
tive coileeted and pieced together the
torm fragments of a note which Mr.
Blake had sent across the House to
Mr. WYood, and which said only
"ýspeak now-". There is n need te
elaborate an incident with whieb stu-
dents of the period are familiar. It
ia clear there was an uinderstandiug
betweeu Mr. Blake and Mr. Wood and
that Wood was ready te take the floor
wben bis speech would be most de-
structive. H1e spoke, as bas been said,
with tremeudous power and volume.
Hance fhe sobriquet of "~Big Thun-
der". It isceurious that so many of
the orators which Brant bas produed
or harboured had voices hardly leu
powerful tliau that whch. Mr. Wood
pose&e. Hononrable A. S. Hardy
was knowu as <Little Thunder". Ilou-
ou.rable William Paterson could thun-
der as loudly as either Mr. Wood or
Mr. Hardy. It la said that wben Mr.
Paterson llrst spoke lu the House of
Commons b. was eager te Lave a word
of commendation from i onourable
Alexander Mackenzie. No mn could
have had leas vanity than Mr. Pater-
son, but b. courted bis leadersa ap-
proval. Wheu thi. Rouse rose lie got
alongside Mr. Mackenzie sud wbisper-
cd, -~Do you think tbey beard met"
"Aye,» said the Prime Minister, "tbey
heard yon at the R~ussell Hoosc>' Thie
Russell Uouse was three blocks away.


