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85th OVERSEAS BATTALION
C.E.F.
“NOVA SCOTIA HIGHLANDERS™
URING THE FIRST YEAR of the war the Pr ( N«
raised four Batta principallyv wit o 1 bord |
FOoth, and 64th, besid everal dratts fr 1 0631 O06th, R.COR., 1st LA
( 101 t Battalion | | | 11 Field B |
these all crossed I Y| M ( |
lor wrrison dh ! 1 P
\ distinet N\ S Higl R | o1 \ (
raised On Sept. Hth, 1915, the meement wa nade that the 851
Overseas" Battal G K Nova Scotia Highlander uthorized
with Licut.-Col. Allison H. Borde e of the most popular | compet
theer { the ( | Permanent Foree, in command N |
every home the Provinee, a trained soldier, he inspired confidence |
g 1 car | otheers Lo tatt and for the variou )
Col. Borden and Capt. L. C. Phinnev, 63rd Rifle nd 40th C. K. 1
\djuta pened Hea lar t Aldershot, N.S.. September 23rd
rk ol recruiti CLil It was all done in 1 tha
rm 1 (RN Crin | ur
e u cadershi n |
\ () Pre trad J I repr
1 ¢ propot I mu mi r bl
ra cnnark
I he | o fir i in belo to Michael J. Fol Kill I |
| meeti N OT I \1 he Col re (
n ind profe il men in Hal | ropx n 14 Ba
( \ not required, al \ I u th the 8 fire of 1
O I an fter d officer re kept bu ntil the um
h he requit rengt list rom all Counties of . |
tl n evel ( I 1 1 re lenced by men the rank
I'he Companies ar 1l Countic
\" Compa Pict olchester B" Company: Lunenburg, Oucens, Shelbur
Yar th. Digl \nna (u oro. Invern ( Company Halifax, H
N (DI ipany; ( \
I'he Batta n I iries in Halifax, October 14th, 1915, two hundred over
1 n
Profiting by the experience of previous occupants in the Armouric in crowdn net \
juarters, Licut.-Col, Borden made representations to Ottawa that not more than one ( mj 1
" ed therein, and asked that tents primarily, and subsequently hut hould be placed upon the
Co n to avoid overcrowding and the baneful effects upon the health of the 1 md the "
ne providing accommodation for Lecture Ro othees and pl truction I'l ( the
Battalion w mobilized, ample tentage was provided on the whicl o until
November 22nd, and the drill work was done outside, while the WOeTe s rinstructiona
work, and drill in inclement weather
During this period the general health of the troops was excellent; except that ir cases of Spinal

Meningitis developed, but owing to stringent preventive measures being taken, did

epidemic character

Immediately following thi in epidemic of Measle nd Diphtheria broke out, which is the natural
result from bringing new recruits together from widely scattered point

In going under cover \" Company was quartered in the Armouries, while “B ( wnd “D
Companies went into huts on the Common I'hese buildings were all self-contained, cheaply con

tructed, but never

ess, commodious and cor

ortable, with ample facilities for heating and ventila

ting, large wash rooms, lavatories, closets and shower baths, two-decked double bunks, with a window
between each tier, and ventilation in side and roof

Four days after the Battalion mobilized, an Officers’ and N.C.0.'s class was started, with an

enrolment of two hundred and eighty (280 Other classes followed at stated intervals, and many of
these became qualified officers, who subsequently obtained commissions in the new Battalions in the
Brigadi During the winter entertainments of various kinds were given  in the Armouries
from boxing bouts to amateur theatrica I'he large recreation
room was of great service, being used  for  reading, writing and
various games, as well as provid ing a Lecture Room, capable of
cating the entire Battalion. The idea was conceived by Col
Borden and Staff that with the material contained in the 85th
Battalion, another Highland Regiment could be  raised in
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