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people, are the mirror in which alone thejr general

ii'pofition may be feen ; even regard mufl be had to

eir prejudices and their weaknefs j for law inujl he

ded ( as Grociushas exprefled it) "cum fenfu hu-

anae imbccillitatis/' When Solon was compliment-
on having given good laws to his counti-ymenj his

ply was, *' rhcy are only fuchas the Athenians are

capable of receiving." Even the lav/ of God, as

ropofed by Mofes, was fubmitted to the iud ;;inent of

e people before it was adopted by tl.cni. "

But ifithefe rules are indifpenfable in iUcfirmafion,

ey apply much more forcibly to the actual eftablifh-

ent of law. If nothing but violence can impo/e law,

.

would be dill greater tyranny to rob a nation of

t law which they approve upon experience, and
ich is endeared by habit. Allov^'ing then that the

nadians prefer a worfe law to a better^ven that bad
oice is decifive upon the conduct of Great-Britain,

ey yielded themfelves up to our proted:ion and our
th. How then can we deprive them of the fidl:

ights of human nature ?

We are now come to that part of {;he bill which rc-

tes to their religion ; and knowing, my Lord, how
uch you ate an admirer of civil liberty, and canrc-

efent it with fo many graces and advantages, I

ould have been glad to have heard that your Lord-
ip, with equal [:;race and dignity, hadfupported the

ufe of religious liberty. But it f'eems you declared

at no true Proteftant could fupport this bill.—No
l^ue Proteftant, my Lord, can be a perfccutpr'; dq
j|rue Proteftant can harbour any fuch idea as thiit of
*^ablifhing religion by force. Is the Spaniard in Mcx-
o to be an example for a Proteftant Icgillature ?

Religious liberty is nearer to the heart and confci-

nee than civil liberty ; for why are Roman Catho-
ics deemed enemies to ourconftitution? Not bccaulc

» illCY
* Exodus.


