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rendered impossible, and the prey unuble to elude the prong,

is securely drawn in by the string. All the salmon caught

here are taken by the Indians, and sold to the whites at about

ten cents each, and frequently for less. One Indian will take

about twenty upon an average per day.

The salmon taken at different points, differ greatly in kind
and quality, and it is only at particular places that they can

be taken. The fattest and best are those taken at the mouth
of the Columbia, and the next best are tliose taken in the

Columbia, a few miles below Vancouver, at the Cascades, and
at the Dalles. Those taken at the Willamette falls, are smaller

in size, and inferior in flavor, and are said to be of a different

kind. What is singular, this fish cannot be taken in any con-

siderable numbers with lar,;e seines, and tiiis is only to be
accounted for, by their remarkable shyness, and their superior

activity. I believe no white man has yet succeeded in taking

them with the gig. They make their appearance in the vici-

nity of Vancouver, first in the Klackamus river, and the best

(piality are taken in June.

There are several other kinds of fish in the bays, rivers, and
creeks of the territory, of which a species of cod and the stur-

geon are the most important. The latter are a large fish, and
afford great sport in a leisure hour to take them with a hook
and line. They are taken in the Willamette, below the falls !

in the Columbia, at all points, and in the Snake or Saptin

river, as high up as Fort Boise. Of shell-fish, we have the

crab, clams, muscles, and a small description of oyster.

Game.—The wild animals of this, the first section of Ore-
gon, are the black bear, black-tailed deer, raccoon, panther,

polecat, rabbit, wolf, beaver, and a few others. Of these, the

deer and the wolves arc the most numerous. We have no
buffaloes, antelopes, oi- prairie chickens here, but in the

second section the latter species of feathered game are

plentiful.

Of fancy birds, we have blue jay, larger, and of a deeper

blue than those of the States ; the nut-brown wren, a most
beautiful andjgentle little atom, scarcely larger than the hum-
ming-bird ; also a species of bird, which rt senibles the robin

in form, color, and size ; and also a species of nightingale,

that sings the livelong night ; but though I have heanl these

evening songsters, time and aji^ain, I have never yet managed
to get sight of one. The bald eagle, so well described by
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