
A SUBALTBBN'S rVRLOVCH.

The work appears to conduce much to their health,

there being only six in the hospital, out of 667 prisoners

;

and a few days previously there had not been a single

patient. Visitors are not admitted either into the hos>

pital, which is in an upper story of the prison, or into the

women's apartment, who are all confined together and
work but little, as no compulsion could be used towards

them, and, as to talking, all the art of man could avail

nothing for its prevention. Altogether the prison is a

most interesting sight, and should be visited by all tra-

vellers. A considerable revenue now arises from it to

the State, so that convicts, instead of being an expense

as formerly, are here a profit. Many who enter with*

out any trade are taught one, by which, when released,

they may gain an honest and ample livelihood; and
numbers who have been sent into the world again have

thoroughly reformed their former vicious habits. We
saw one poor man, a sailor, who had become deranged
since his imprisonment, and ader a partial recovery was
allowed to do what he pleased with regard to work. He
had made several large models of ships, which stood in

the square completely rigged; and another man, who
had the use ofone hand only, employed his time in carv-

ing rude figures of the most grotesque kind, afterwards

gilding or paintng them. No one, in short, was allowed

to be completely idle. The Government frequently par-

dons those who appear to have been misled, and by their

conduct show an inclination to become good citizens

;

and only for very serious ofiences are any sentenced to

imprisonment for life, the majority being for periods of

five and seven years. The entire establishment is su*

perintended by a governor, called '* Agent and Keeper,"
with a salary of 1000 dollars, a deputy keeper at 600,

and the other keepers 860 each ; about forty officers are

employed as keepers, turnkeys, guards, dtc. When the

prison is open for the admission of visitors (which was
the case always until the appearance of the cholera in

the State,^ *J5 cents (one shilling) is charged for each
person. The keeper said that the convicts felt deeply

the loss of their chewing tobacco, which is not permitted

within the walls of the prison, and to which excellent re-


