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THE FORTUNES OF MICHAEL HALE.

was fine, there was a bright moon at night, and

they determined to start back at once. They bought

three thousand feet of boards, with which they

formed a raft. Soon after the sun rose they reached

the landing place near their home.

Mr. Landon kept to his promise to call a bee, and

in three days a substantial log house was erected,

and the planks laid down of the ground and upper

floors. The rest of the work, it was left to Rob and

his brothers to finish.

Great was the surprise of Mrs. Hale, when her

sons, with her husband and Fanny, took her to see

the house which she had thought was being built

for some stranger coming to the settlement.
** It's yours and father's, mother, just an offering

from your children," said Rob. "If you will let

Fanny and me have the old one, we hope to make
ourselves happy in it."

Mrs. Hale thanked her dutiful children, and

thanked God for having brought them to a country

where their industry and perseverance had been so

fully rewarded.

'''I

''\'f

\ \,i

i


