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The Beformation, according to the more Calvinistio views, began td

be pteaohed in larger circles, and with general BuccesB, oply after the
year 1560. The great Calvinistio preachers wer^ Devay—who, after his

8o]oum in. Basel, 1538, changed his former opinions and accepted the
Helvetic Views,—EalmaUeBay, Szegedi, Haszar, Gal, but particularly

Peter Meliis.
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The Calvini^cnl view of the tiord's Supper, and its generally puritanic

principles, wrought with such power upon the purely Magyar inhabitants

of jinauy towns and villages, that the greater part of those belpn^pin^

formerly to the Lutheran creed now embraced thci Helvetic Beformation.
The works of Bnllinger and Calvin were read (1551-1557) by pastorB

and laymen, and it was these works that caused the change of mind.
Luther and Melancthon, and afterwards Bullinger and Beza, promoted in

a high degree the Hungarian Beformation by their letters addressed to the
high nobility and pastors.

Hie first Beformcd Confession (Confessio Ecolesiffi Debrecsinensis)

—though written two years earlier, and dedicated to a commander of a
fortified place—was printed in Debreczen in 1562, with a preface signed
by two ministers of the Debreczen congregation;
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STATISTICS.

Since 1734 the Hungarian Beformed Church has been divided into

five independent superintendenoies. The president of each of them ib the
superintendent, and a general curator from among the laymen. In every
superintendency there is a Theological Hall, besides other necessary
schools ; each of them has its own autonomy, and is independent of the
others. A general synod of all the five superintendenoies has never been
held, but recently Debreezen proposed a plan for such a general synod.
The form of government, worship, and creed is the same in all the
superintendenoies, but the historical past was not favourable to a union.

In the five superintendenoies there are 2,007 mother congregations,

2,017 ministers, and 248 licentiates. Thus there is one master for

every 937 souls.

The population of Hungary is fifteen millions and a-half ; the num-
ber of souls belonging to the Beformed Faith and Church is two mjUions.

IX.—BOHEMIA.

two Pro- *' In 1859 the war with France and Italy brought absolutism to an
•end, and the condition of the Church was somewhat improved. In 1864


