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paflportinto the Society ? Will it not foon be nnc^crftoocl ; nt

as thole who arcexcludcil arc excluded by him, lb tiiolc who are

fuffcrcd to come in come in through his connivance ? And will

not this create a counter obligation, and adcpendance in every

new Member, that nmft fecurc voices to the Preiulent on the

30th of November, and keep him perpetually in his I'e.it, thoiigli

ever (o dilHgreeable in his adminiftration ? It would certainly

be much better, fuppofmg that tliofe whom we believe to be the

wifeft, greateft, and heft men amongft us, in other inftances,

are, indeed, grown To weak as to fct their hands to certiiicates

they are afliamed to fupport, and that, confcquently, all the

guards and checks to improper eleflion, luch as the dirlaration

of perfonal knowledge, &c. &C. are no checks at all ; it would,

furely, be much more dignificfl, and much lafer, rather than to

fufFer a Prefident to run about the room on a night of elec-

tion, out of breath, it may be, with anger and impa-

tience, reducing the ignorant, awing the timid, and deceiving

the wife, to have recourfe to the old method, and give the

Prefident and Council the power of negativing every Can-
didate propofed, before his certificate is hung up. In this

cafe, at leaft, Ibme fign of deliberation would be kept up,

fome previous difcuflion would take place, and the Candi-

dates, inflead of being facrificed to the caprice of an individual,

or the caprice of the junto of an individual, (for to that the

power contended for leads) would depend upon men who
come forward, and are anfwerable for their decifions. This
previous ballot, wag, however, in the year 1730, given up

1)y the Council, it fliould I'eem upon the fuggellions of the late

Lord Hardwicke, who being confulted on a ftill farther extent

of power intended, cautioned them, in the true fpirit of a

v.'hig lawyer, to have a care how they encroached upon the

chartered rights of the Society.* But if the power was takeri

away from 21 perfons, furely it is not fitting that it fliould be

tmfted to one, and that one, perhaps, of all others, the mofl
improper to have it. For the Prefiden':, (we do not now fpeak of

Sir Jofeph Banks) is what is commonly called, in this country, a
great man ; he has thofe who flatter him, and he has thofe whom
he flatters ; he has purpofes to ferve, and prejudices to attend to}

he lives alfo much with perfons who know nothing of the Society,

or its purfuits, or its regulations. Shall fuch a one then didat?

to us whom we are to chule ? Shall it be to him that we refiga

the little power that is left ? or what is worfe, fhall it be by him
that we fliall fufFer ourfelves to be tricked out of this power ?

Certainly not, if we are confiftent philofophers, or confiflen^

Engliflimen, if we recolleft that there can be no fuch thing as a
fmall encroachment, and that what is not very i ight, and very

See the Journals fof 1750,
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