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\perpetual snow, which often produce flaws and

streaks of intense cold. This was experienced

by Captain Bonneville and his companions in

their progress westward. At the time when
they left the Bannecks, Snake River was

frozen hard : as they proceeded, the ice became

broken and floating ; it gradually disappeared,

and the weather became warm and pleasant,

as they approached a tributaiy stream called

the Little Wyer ; and the soil, which was

generally of a watery clay, with occasional in-

tervals of sand, was soft to the tread of the

horses. After a time, however, the mountains

approached and flanked the river ; the snow
lay deep in the valleys, and the current was

once more ice-bound.

Here they were visited by a party of Root

Diggers, who were apparently rising in the

world, for they had " horse to ride and weapon

to wear," and were altogether better clad and

equipped than any of the tribe that Captain

Bonneville had met with. They were just

from the plain of Boisce River, where they had

left a numljer of their tribe, all as well pro-

vided as themselves, having guns, horses, and

comfortable clothing. All these they obtained

from the Lower Nez Perces, with whom they

were in habits of frequent traffic. They ap-

peared to have imbibed from that tribe their
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