
adaptoil to tiansl'orni a cold, inort faith into a devout and
livinjjf lionuioc, tha!J to eon(|Ui'r doubt, oi to ivplat'o nnboliof

by faitli. I'boy arc distinctly cvan;^a'lical, brind'ul <•( (}o.sp(.'l

truth, but it is ( !o.s[H'1 truth in its givat |)iinci|)lcH rather than
in its iniiuite details,— (jiospol truth on its ethical nion; than
on its doctrinal si<lL', in its spirit more than in its letter. And
they are instinct throui^hoiit with warm (christian fecjjing.

The emotion, indeed, is not loud and vehement, it is cahii

and repressed ratliei- than stimulated; but it is there all the

same; now tender and retj;'reti'ul, now elevated and joyous,

always deei) and liealtht'ul. The rea<ler of these di.scourses

feels him.self to be in contact throu^diout with a man of broad
views and of warm human sympathi(!s. The harsh and narrow
dogmatism which .so often repels the fiiKpiirer on the threshold

is conspicuously ab.sent; but it is not replaced in Vinets eas«',

as in that of many preachers of liberal culture, by mere
humanitarian ethics or weak sentiment. The cross, with all

its offence, if with all its my.sterious power of attraction, is

there and is central, as it should be. " Stripped of the great

fjict of expiation," says N'inet, "and all that cluster of ideas

connected with it, what, 1 ask, is Christianity '. For ordinary

minds, an ordijiary morality; for others, an abyss of incon-

sistencies." Again "It is not so much the (lospel that has
preserved the doctrine of the cross, as the doctiine of the ci'oss

that has preserved the Gospel." "All the might, all the reality

of Christianity in each Christian is there and only there.

Even the les.sons and exf^niple of Jesus Christ, in order to be-

conu^ living and fruitful, require a ray darted froui the cros,s."

But these discourses, marked by .such uncompromising de-

votion to the distinctive truths of the (Jospel, are worthy of

our attention not only because of what they say, b\it

even becau.se of what they do not .say. Their idicence

itself is inst'-uctive. Rather desi)'ing com})letc agreement
with D'Aubigiie. CJau.ssen and otlxirs of the Ceneva school,

in the details of Christian doctrine than actually attain-

ing it, the i)reacher .scrupulously abstains fi'om .statements

which Uiight present the appearance of a gi-eater degree
of accord with these distingui.sfied exponents of evangelical

thought than he had renlly reached. lndee<l there is scajcely

any feature in tlusse .sermons nioi'e markinl, as thei'e is none
n:ore worthy of inutation, than their severe truthfulness, their

prudent reserve, the determination of the speaker everywhere
maiiifest to kee]) utterance well within tlie limits of conviction

and of feeling. "We have forbidden our words," he say«, "to

transcend the limits of our personal emotions; ;tn artificial

heat would not be .salutary." "Feeble, i address myself to the


