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fvv\ to llu! toMi|)le of Iia|)|iiii»'ss luTf, and safely aiiJ nuiely lead lliem
lo till: (ileal lemple ahove.

II. Wlien our I.-hhI jjave liia A|)ostle.s their CDinmissioii I'l preach
the (lospel, he snriiaiiied our i'atroii IC\aM;,'elist, and his hrother
lames, ••/<«'///''».ycv," (hat is '• Sons of Tliiiiider" And Ihcrehv he
tntimaled their deferiiiitied /cal in his cause, and the power!" d cllects

of their preacliin;j that wmd, whieli is I'reciuently ciinipared lo

Ithuiidcr; ljc*iii<;, line that, the voiee of (Jod speakiiif; (roni heaven,
jniiKhty in its operation. If ilie one sh;ike the earth throw down
|liii;;hty trees and lofty towers, and hy the li;,'hteiiiii;; whit h preceiis
land produces it, penetrates and dissolves the hardest suiistances j

[the other shakes ihe empire id" sin :\nd evil, easlinj; down everylhinjf
Ivhicli e.valls itself ajjaiiist heaven, and withering' and cimsuinins'

[the c«>rruption of the human heart.

Mere is an examp'e of zeal a d detennin ition in the cause and
Jservice of (iod, to all true Christi ins, if the\ would individually

aspire til hein^ *' the disciples whom .lesus loves" and to all true

Masons if they would extend the iiiHuences and pincijiles of their

|<)rd«'r, and he worthy imitators and successors of their I'airon Saint.

III. A^'ain, Three times we hear in the (Jospels '• the l)elo\ed

<lisciple" reproved hy his Master, to shew us that whom tlic Lord
'•' loveth" he chasteiieth and pur;;etli, till, like ihe lirancli of a we 1

I

dressed vine, he hrini; forth more and hetter fruit. Once a spark

of amhition, li^'hlinj; upon the spiri s of the two hrothers, .lame.s

and .ohn, had suddenly iiiHanied them with a vehement flesire of

pre eminen(e ahove their apostolic brethren Iheir hlessed Ma-ter
U;ave tiiem to understand, tiia' they, who were called to he iiis

disciples and apostles, were called to labour and to mifftr for the

[salvation of souls, and shou d esteem it salHcienl to he exalted, like

[their (Jreat Master, in heaven, after the work was done. And are

not these, not only the teachiiif^s of Christianity, hut also some of

I the leadinf? principles of Freemasonry, which aims at "the nol)le

jaiul f^loritjus purjiose of spieadiiif^ the cement of hnitlierly-love aiiii

! affection, —that cement which unites us into one -acred hand, or

society of friends and Hrothers; amniiir whom no contention should

ever exist, but that iiohle contention, or rather emulation, of who
best can work, and best agree

"

At another time the two disciples, James and Johr., nothearin;^

to see their Lord rejected hy ih- schismatical Samaritan.^, were for

calling fire from heaven to consume them, after the example of the

))rophet Klijah Hut their Master rebuked them, telling them.
" Tkcy knttw not wluit manner of spirit llivi/ Wire of, for the Sun of

man wjs come to save the lives of me», and not to dfslroy them."

The present is the day of grace and mercy, long suffering and

forbearance, with ('hri't, and it ouglu to he so with his disci|)les,

within th- parallels of revealed truth And doubtless the inor^l

aflTect of this rebuke influenced the after life of the bel )Ved

disciple ; for while we always find him zealous in opposing error and

defending the truth, we find him preaching constantly, and m >8l


