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Dear Sir

Nearly eighty years have passed since the first 
unabridged Merriam-Webster Dictionary was issued (1847) by 
George and Charles Merriam of Springfield, Massachusetts.
During these many years the Merriams have devoted practically 
all their time to publishing the dictionary. We know of no 
other house that has given its whole energy and means to a 
single publication nor one whose experience has been so closely 
concentrated.

Our files would be a veritable mine for the autograph 
collector for they include in their early records the names of 
Washington Irving, Horace Mann, Daniel Webster; later,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Dr. J. A. H. Murray, Professor A. H. Sayce,
Sir Henry Irving, Rt. Hon. the Lord Curzon; and still later,
Sir Gilbert Parker, W. D. Howells, W. L. Courtney, Edmund Gosse, 
Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, Most Rev. Chas. Hamilton, Most 
Rev. Paul Bruchési, Mrs. Annie Howells Prechette, and a host of 
others — all of whom have been unanimous in praise and 
appreciation of the superior merits of 'Webster.

To-day a new generation has brought new leaders, men and 
women, who are taking high places in the varied activities of 
education, business, science, art, religion, medicine, the law, 
etc., and they, too, know and use Webster’s Dictionary, the Hew 
International. You probably make use constantly of the work. Do 
you consider that the latest edition is entitled to the same high 
approval as that bestowed on its prelecessors and are you willing 
to tell us to what an extent the Hew International is a help in 
your daily work? If a copy of the latest edition containing the 
Addenda of Hew Words and the new Gazetteer, copyright 1924, with 
latest census figures, is not now in your private library, we 
shall be pleased to send a copy with our compliments and best wishe

Awaiting with much interest your reply, we are

Very truly yours,
G. &27, MERRIAM COMPANY

Secretary


