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agriculture, producers. consumners, packcrs and su lèrîh. A
scrics of 10 licarings across the country w'as held.

he comimittee hcard the vicws of producers. consurners.
business people, trade officiais, academics. provincial ministers
of' agriculture and other governnt officiaIs. Our thanks go to
the organi/ations and individuals who made representations.

From these presentations tl was clcarly evident that,
althougb the industry was in serlous difficulty and stability
was a desired objective, there was nu agreement on solutions to
problems. Two principles were formulated: First, Canada
needs and must have a strong and viable beef industry: and
secondly, beef industry policy approaches must be flexie and
developmcntal.

Considering the significant differences of opinion amiong
beef producers, the committee did flot sec f'it to force the issue
or polarize the industry furthcr.

Many of the concerns and problemns prescnted by produccrs
and other witnesses pointed to the fact that there was nu
vehicle whicb bas the mandate to deal with thcm. In response,
the committee recommends the establishmnent of a National
Beef Producers Agency tbrough an amendment to the Farmn
Produets Marketing Agencies Act, which agency would bc
made up principally of producer representatives working in
close co-operation with provincial governmients. It would not
have price-setting or quota-granting powers, but would act on
behaîf of producers in a eo-ordinating. an informational and
an advisory role. The commnittee notes that such an agency
could serve as the basis of a marketing board, if producers
should choose to take this step.

The cormmîttce furtber recommends that the Governmcint uf'
Canada investigate the advisability of establishing income-
averaging prograins wbicb would ereate a capital pooî f'or beef
operation financing at favourable interest rates.

Honourable senators, 1 commend the report to you.

The Hon. the Speaker: As nu other bonourable senator
svishes to speak, this report is considcred dcbated.

THE SENATE
RtFORM MOTION Rt t-t ION OF M[MBLRS Dl OATF

CO'sTINF t t

The Senate resumed from Wednesday. May 12, tbe debate
on the motion of Senator Roblin:

That this House affirms tbat the federal character of'
representative and responsible government in Canada will
bc strengtbencd if the membersbip of the Senate is con-
stituted by election rather than by appointmcnt.

Hon. Orville H. Phillips: Honourable senators, wben 1 read
Senator Roblin's announecement in the press and then saw bis
television appearances. 1 decided be was taking a Madison
Avenue approacb. On tbe evening be gave notice of bis motion,
1 lookcd up to the soutb gallery and saw tbere tbe bonourable
mnember for Nepean-Carleton, Mr. Walter Baker. 1 comment-
cd to one of my colleagues tbat bc must bave come bere to

lSenor. Biclhh]

practise counting. My colleague lookcd up. and said. "No, lbc's
not using- bis fingers and bie doesn't bave a tutor svitli bimi.-
However, 1 notieed tbat tlic bonourable memiber staved until
tbe motion was prcsentcd and tben bie left. Obviousl,. be did
not find tbe Senate any more stimnulating tban tbe Flouse of
commions.

Tbcn. of'course, Senator F rith could nutl et aIl the publieîîy
go by, and he had to get into the aet. too. lor if the Senate was
to bc rcformed be was going to be in the forefront. Senator
Fritb did fairly wcll in cxtending tbat forefront, because bc
nov bas tl reacbing from tbe Nortb Pole to the Soutb Pole.
and he bas stretcbed tl into a freebie to Australia. 1 ean
understand now wby be is so anxious to bc in tbe forefront.
Tbe reason 1 bave carrîed tbîs order in mvy naine for some lime
is tbat 1 was boping tbat tbe honourable senator would ask to
precede me, tbcreby giving mie the benefit of bis views before 1
spoke. Obviously. 1 am not going to get tbat opportunity, so 1
will gu abead witbuut tbe henefit uf bis views.

J think Senator Fritb is providing a Mackenzie King type
leadersbip, namecly, sec wbicb way tbe sbeep are going and
tben get in front.

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Governmcnt):
That is wby 1 was waiting for you.

Senator Pliillips: Ibat is wby the bonourable senator went
first class to Australia witb the sbeep.

Senator Frith: 1 did not go first class. Tbat must bave been
another trip.

Senator PhiIIips: And, of' course, tbe tben Leader of tbe
Government and tbe Leader of the Opposition could not be
ovcrsbadowed by the deputy leaders. and tbey bad to go along
on tbe trip too. 1 do not resent ibat. but J am a bit curious to
know wby Senator Buckwold wcnt along. Somecone sbould
bave invited tbe seconder of tbe motion, Senator Desebatelets.
1 tbink be sbould bave gone instead of Senator Buckwold.

Hon. Jack Marshall: Ob, well, perbaps somne otbers can still
go first class.

Senator Phillips: 1 would like to suggest to tbose bonourable
senators wbo bad tbe freebie tbat tbey give an equal chance to
tbose opposed to an elected Senate to go and investigate bow it
works and, perbaps, tbe freebie could bc extendcd to inelude
some countries tbat bave appointed Senates. 1 am tbinking of
Holland and. 1 believe, Tbailand. Certainly, tbat would be an
excellent trip for the mover of the motion and Senator Fritb.

The two deputy leaders are saying tbat tbey are anxious for
reform and for an elected Senate, and at tbe samie time tbey
arc saying that tbe Senate as it exists bas donc a wonderful
j ob. Tbey really bave not given any reasons for an elected
Senate. Before we gel too enthusiastie, we should bear some
specifie reasons f'or putting in place an clected Senate. 1 tbink
tl is a sign of parliamentary a rte ri oscle rosis, or plain old-fasb-
ioned bardening of the arteries. that at a time wben the
economy is in a state of depression. and there is record
uncmplovmient, a bousing crîsis and aIl sorts of immnediate
problems facing tbis country, we are discussing the clection of

Novernber 25, 1982


