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navy. Possibly my hon. friend who is to
second this motion may wish to have sorne-
thing to say as to what is involved in the way
of men and ships when we say "navy".

We have had an air force, and in this con-
nection I am on more familiar ground. The
Royal Canadian Air Force has meant that there
have been Canadian airmen from Iceland south-
eastward to Burma. For example, when we
say that Canada had a bomber group in action
I wonder how many Canadians were able to
translate that innocent word "group" into the
immense formation, among many other forma-
tions, made up of ten thousand men and
millions of dollars worth of aircraft which was
dispersed over hundreds of square miles of
England and which was carrying as much as
fifty per cent of the British bombs launched
against the enemy.

These illustrations of the contributions of
Canada to victory were obvious to the men
overseas, but how well were they understood
at home? On the other hand, how well was
the achievement of Canada's home war effort
appreciated by the men in the field? How
well could those men, satisfied by what they
saw of the deliveries of men and equipment,
yet concentrated upon the evidence before
them, appreciate and evaluate the excellence
of the home war effort, the handling of the
financial aspects of the war and the equally
excellent handling of the defeat of inflation?
How well could they evaluate what had been
done in fulfilling the appalling demands for
supply and equipment which must have stag-
gered those responsible for meeting them as
truly as did the instructions to wipe out Brest
and Lorient which were given to our troops
in the early days of the air war or which were
given, I imagine, later on to the army at the
time of Dieppe?

In passing, I suggest that we have within
the government departments adequate facili-
ties for writing what might be called the
statisties of this war, the brave ones of the
number of free enlistments and the tragic
ones of those who have not returned. There
will be the statistics of the food and munitions
we produced and the hours of work that were
put in in this country to assure victory. But
there are no statistics, nor cean there be, of the
intangible things which went into the winning
of the war. By "intangible things" I mean the
sacrifices made by men and women who were
parted in the doubtful early days of the war;
and the sacrifice that was made by a man
when he gave up a good job te enlist. At that
time, in the eagerness with which men threw
overboard their present happiness in order to
serve a cause in which they believed, there
appeared an example of the Canadian spirit
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which is all too readily overlooked to-day
when men say, as if ambition instead of ideal-
i.sm had motivated that action, "Oh, he did
well enough in the arrmy or the war plant,
but he will have to work for much less now
that the war ýis over."

For a moment I have strayed from my
theme. I had meant to argue that no one
of us can yet grasp the extent of Canada's
effort and I hope that none of us will deny
the fact that as a result of this great conflict
this country has become a great nation. I
have heard expressed in private conversations
our peculiar Canadian brand of isolationism,
and I have no doubt that we shall hear of it
hereafter in this house. It follows naturally
upon the fact that we in Canada have not
what might be called the normal ambitions
of a nation. We do not want anyone's terri-
tory; we are content to keep the peace and
leave other people alone. So far so good, but
I think there is more to be said.

Whether we like it or not, as a result of
our achievements through the war years, the
achievements of our armed forces, of our
economie administrators, of our diplomatie
representatives, of our scientific forces, we
have been lifted up far above the stature of
a northern adjunet to the United States or a
western dependency of Great Britain. Whether
or not we like it we have been forced into
the position of being respected as a great
power in the world; we are the spokesman
for a great deal of the best in the world that
we hope will emerge from the holocaust.
This fact has already been recognized by
much more of the world at large than some
of us at home are prepared to realize. I
believe we confuse ourselves by thinking that
the major figures in the world of to-day stop
off in Ottawa only for reasons of courtesy or
convenience.

As a great nation ve have ever increasing
obligations. With our immense resources of
food, minerals, forest products and manu-
factures we must ensure that the rest of the
world is supplied with its share of what it
needs. Morally, we must exert every influence
to ensure that whatever settlements or agree-
ments are made to-day, twenty yeaýrs from
now they will not disturb the peace that
Canada loves. Socially, we must use to the
full, as we have always done before, the
progressive spirit of our own people to intro-
duce reforms which may in turn be a pattern
for other parts of the world. Economically,
we must prove that our existing freedom will
work and seek to enlarge it rather than
narkening to those who say that either it
must be screapped or so changed in one direc-
tion or the other that it is no longer freedom.


