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cussions with him of problems affecting the
welfare of one-quartor of the world's popu-
lation wcre unanimous in the view that
ho was a constitutional sovereign. By bis
wide experienco. by bis great knowledge of
men, througha the lifo of bis contact with
successive ministries, he had been able to
achieve so detacbed a position and so souind
a judgment. such groat wisdomn and sagacity,
that bis influence was at times decisivo in
matters of the gravest importance to every
part of the world. Tbat I think wvas exem-
plifiod particularly in the formation of what
wvas knowvn as the national governmont. The
historian of evon to-day bas told us how
grcat that influence wvas; but that sound con-
stitutional sovoroign wvas neyer unmindful. of
the fact tbat. although one-quarter of the
wourld's population owed ailegiance to his
tbrone. tbere was a wider world tban that
oVer whicb ho reignod, and the constant en-
dcavonr of King George was to maintain
good relations botween Great Britain and in-
dced tbe British empire and every part of the
world, so that tbe influence of tbis common-
wealth of nations mnighit always hc an ageney
for poare and for the happiness of man-
kind. That in itseif was a great ideal. Tbe
accompl ishment of it ohviously is impossible
for hiunan ininds or humian mon, but the effort
to achieve it \vas never lacking.

There was a side of the late king wbich
we must not overlook, and tbat was bis in-
fluence on tbe national character and life, flot
only tbrongb his constant appcaranees; witb
tbe queen before the public, but in the
observations whicb from time to timo be was
pleascd to make, not only in the Cbristmas
day broadcasts but also by their example. And
ivhat finci example for tbe poorest or tbe most
humble in the country could there be tban
tbat of tbe family life of King George y?
Hie was a reslpecter of ail tbe conventions of
lifo, a religious man in tbe truest and best
sense, tolerant of ail, kn.owing tbat bis sub-
jects belonged to many races and profcssed
many faitbs. H1e kept tbe Sabbatbi holy. 11e
maintained that regard for conventions that
bias made, as wo ail know it to ho true, tbe
home and family tbo keynote of our great-
ness; for the greatness of this empire, so far
as it is reflected from its centre or froma its
overseas dominions, lies in tbe fact that its
foundations are set in the bomes of tbe peo-
ple. No wor-k was done on Sunday, the day
of rcst. Nover ivas be lacking in religions
observance wborever be miglit be, wbotber it
wa., in the pris ato chape! in a great palace
or in tbe little cburch in the parish of Sand-
ringham; wbenevor bis bealth pormitted lio was
there. The force of bis exampie upon bis
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people and upon the world of good living, of
bigla regard for bome and family, I would
place as the greatest possible influence that bas
been exercised by our late king upon the
worid at largo.

There is one word I migbt say and perlbaps
1 will bo forgiven for saying it. The Prime
Minister roferred to a statomont made by the
Arcbbishop of Canterbury. 1 was privilegod
to roprosont this parliamont last May, and
during the course of conversation the late king
used words almost similar to those used by
the Arebbishop of Canterbury. He said to
me that ho could not understand why there
was manifested such evidences of affoctionato
regard on the part of the people. H1e added,
"I am a vory ordinary man, but 1 bave donc
my beat." Nover shahl I forget the way in
whicb those words wvere spoken. Not, "I bave
(bac my duty," but "I bave donc my bost."
Could anytbin-g ho finer? Could anytbing
hettcc (han thlat be hield up to the youtb -of
this or any other country? Vicissitudes, sor-
rows, the dIeath of root.her. sistor, son, ilincss
nigh unto (leatb-all theso things liad crowdced
into that busy life-but hoe biac donc bis best.
P'erhaps that thoughit Nvas in the minds of bis
people when thoy showvcd snob affection, affec-
tion as bias nover been shown t.o a mortal king
s0 fac as wve bave record. It was not revorence,
or respecet, or admiration; it ivas real love
and affection. It wvas the reward for virtiîe,
courage, dignity, toil. self sacrifice; for, in the

wvords of Kipling, never asking a men to do
other than wbat ho bimself would do. Was
prohibition to ho enactod. ivas the use of spirits
to ho dcnied in, the kingdom, the king would
also follow that course. Were thoere restrictions
nipon food, the king must subjoot bimself to
tbom. No sacrifice did ho sbrink from that bais
subjeets bad to bear. Wjtb the life of toil and
sacrifice bo roacbed the rcward that he spoke
of in those boantiful words, not in bis iast
Christmas message but in the Christmas
message of 1934, when he said:

If I inav ho rogarded as in some true sonse
the hoead of this groat and wvidespread family,
sharing its if e and snstained by its affection,
tlîis will ho a fulhl reward for the long and
soînetinies anxions labours of iny reign of well
îîigh five andt twonty years.

Could anytbing ho finor than that? Five
and twenty years of toil and thon bis reward
is sbaring the life and being sustaincd by tbe
affection of bis subjects. There we migbt leave
it, but something ciao wa.s said tbat no man
can forget. It was a groat auth-or wbo once
said that of the four swoctest words in our
language, "hom-e" and "mother" were two. 0f
the kingý's devotion to bis mother everyone is
aware, but wbo can forget the words that ho


