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themselves determined that their proceedings
shall be governed and their deliberations con-
trolled, is sometimes most difficult. In mov-
ing that Mr. Bowman, the member for
Dauphin, do take the chair as Speaker, I be-
lieve that we have in him a fairminded gen-
tleman who will administer the rules of this
house fairly, dispassionately, and in a manner
consistent with the great traditions of this
parliament and of the mother of parliaments,
whose rules in part govern where ours are
silent.

I will not longer detain the chamber than to
express my trust that the nomination which
has been made may commend itself to the
members of the house as a whole and that
in the discharge of his onerous duties he may
have the assistance and good-will of every
member of this chamber.

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Leader of the Opposition): I have much
pleasure in endorsing what the right hon. the
Prime Minister has just said with respect to
the qualifications of the hon. member for
Dauphin for the position of Speaker of this
house. Hon. gentlemen opposite will have
observed from the applause which greeted the
nomination that all hon. members on this side
very cordially approve of the choice which
evidently accords with the mind of the gov-
ernment from the fact that the Prime Min-
ister made the motion. I am sure the hon.
member for Dauphin will feel that it is quite
an exceptional compliment that, having been
a member of this house for but one parlia-
ment, his conduet in the course of debate and
his demeanour in the house generally have
been such as to inspire that unanimous regard
to which expression has just been given. I
can wish him nothing better than that he may
fill this high office in accordance with the
best of its traditions.

The Clerk of the House declared the
motion carried in the affirmative, nemine
contradicente, and Hon. James Langstaff
Bowman, member for the electoral district
of Dauphin, duly elected to the chair of the
house.

Honourable Mr. Bowman was conducted
from his seat in the house to the Speaker's
chair by Right Hon. R. B. Bennett and
Hon. Hugh Guthrie.

Mr. SPEAKER-ELECT said: Fellow mem-
bers of the House of Commons, may I
say that I deeply and sincerely appreciate the
very flattering remarks of the Prime Minister
of Canada and the kindly and generous words
of the leader of the opposition.

[Mr. Bennett.]

I beg respectfully to thank hon. members
of the House of Commons for the honour
they have conferred upon me in unanimously
electing me as their Speaker, and I can assure
the house that I will use my best endeavours
ta discharge the duties attached to my office
with justice and impartiality. I appeal to
hon. gentlemen on both sides of the house
when I say that I feel sensible of my inability
efficiently to discharge those duties, and I
ask hon. gentlemen for their earnest, kind
cooperation in the preservation of the rights,
privileges and duties attached to the House of
Commons.

OPENING OF THE SESSION

Mr. SPEAKER read a communication from
the Governor General's Secretary announcing
that His Excellency would proceed to the
Senate chamber at 3.30 p.m. on this day for
the purpose of formally opening the session
of the dominion parliament.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Mr. Speaker, is
it not customary for His Honour the Speaker
to read prayers every day at the meeting of
this bouse before any business is entered
upon? I believe that such is in accordance
with the rules of the house. The observance
of this rule would appear to be especially
appropriate and desirable on the first day of a
new session.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have been informed that
there is not time on account of His Ex-
cellency being received at any moment. It is
a question of time.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: There is no
time like the present.

A message was delivered by Major A. R.
Thompson, Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod,
as follows:-

Mr. Speaker, Ilis Excellency the Governor
General desires the immediate attendance of
this honourable louse in the chamber of the
honourable the Senate.

Accordingly the bouse went up to the Senate
chamber.

And the house being returned to the Com-
mons chamber.

Prayers.

VACANCIES

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to in-
form the house that during the recess notifi-
cations have been received from several mem-
bers that the following vacancies had occurred
in the representation namely:


