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people, or as the man on the street might
say, to "shut their mouths"' or keep them
guessing for another year or two, or perhaps
four years, if a general election can be that
long postponed. It is f0 kilt time, flot to
give the Maritimes justice. It is the otd
polýicy of postponement in a new f orm.

I point out to the House that this reference
was made by ftle government by an order in
couincil passed in June, 1925. That was oigbit
months ago, and as far as I know littie or
nothing has been done in those eighit rnontbs.
The proof is that the goverrnent deerned if
advisable in January of tbe present yýear to
repoat its order in council on the subj oct
matter. The repeat order in counicil was
passed for the purpose of publicity in the
Maritime provinces. It was shallow conduct
ont the part of the government, and if deceived
no one in the Maritime provinces.

I ivant furt.her to telt this House that in
the dccision wbichi was handed out a short
tirne ago by the deputy chief commnissionor of
the railway board, Thomas Vien, in the British
Columbia rate case, referonce is made to the
gonoral rate inquiry which was ordered by the
governrncot's orders in council I have moen-
tioneci. I amn quofing this pious expression
fiorn the deputy chief cominissloner«s cîccision
out the subj oct. This is bow bie spoke:

1 soncerely hope that the general rate enquiry ordered
hý' P.C. 886, and already well under way, will net take
as inuch time. But several nionths, and perhaps over
a year iiiust of necessity elapse before it is concluded.

1 do not need f0 dwell on this statement.
If carnies its own rneaning, and suggests its
own consequences to the Maritime prov inces.
June, 1925, was the sfarfing, point, and we
arc now in February, 1926. The deputy chief
cornmissioner's decision is dated December 19,
1925. Ho says thiat perhaps over a year 'fi-ont
this date mnust of necossity elaI)se before the
board xviii gof f0 the end of the general rate
inquiry. That woxîld bring us t0 February,
199-7, and in ail likelibood thecre ivili net be
a report thon. 'ihis I say judging by the pasf.
The report rnay ho dolayed tîntil it is too
late in 1927 for parliarnent f0 dent with the
mattor. Maritime people xviii sec the post-
poning hnnd in this. They know wb'xt it
means. They have been suffering fromt it f or
haif a century. But the clock is striking, and
I again warn the governmont that the timte
f or law courts and royal commissions is
passed, and that the tirne bias corne whien the
Maritime provinces demand action from par-
bernment and governrncnt. To delay action
further is f0 defy parliarnent, f0 ignore the
soiemn agreements and stafutes of 1903 and
1904. these conditions being agnin ropeated
in 1911 and 1914 and 5f iii unfutiled. Railway
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boards and royal commissions have no autbor-
ity in this question. Partiament has laid down
its national policy; the governrnent knoWs
what thaf poticy is, and we demand that if
busy itsetf in putting if into effecf. The
Maritimes are a unit in their demands for
fair and reasonabte treatrnent-treatment
whicbi f0 us belongs, whieh bas been promised
us by leaders in public lif e and by partiarnent,
duriog the last sixty ycars. Truly, we have
been a long-suffering and patient people.

An aftompt hias been made to blarne the
Consorvative party for the condition of affairs
which oxists in this House at the present
tirne. The Conservafive party is accused of
obstruction, of not pormitting the busines,
of the country to be carried on. But I would
eall the attention of hion. members te, the facf,
first, that no 'business bias been put before us.
and, second, that the governrnent or what
romains of this goverrnent, the wreekage.
are corning f0 partiament, flot wifh a majior,*ty,
and asking us f0 zo borne for six wecks and
spond our time there awaiting thoir con-
vonience f0 cati us togethier again.

I have in rny hand a clipping from the
Citizen of this morning. If stafos:

The process-

'i'at is the process of delay and the dobatE
which is being carried on bore.
-kills timne, but it leads so far to only one place-
the public treasury, which lias te whack up $30,000
for ever «y day the perforinance goes (in, and rnany days
it bs net worth the money.

I ask: If exponse is t0 cease. if a saving
15 f0 be made, why shoutd an adjourniment of
this House take place for six weeks? Are
the expenses of this buse not reatty going
on just the saine, and if if is a fnef that
fhey are, why should the Consorvativo party
ho blarned for the expenditure of unneessary
money? The article furfher statos:

They say-

That is the Conservafives.
-that if the government is able to be in office it
should be able te funetion.

How frue thaf is. We are gatlhered ilîre
tog-ether-whaf for? To porformi the business
of the country, and these hion. gentlemen
opposite, affer placing the Speech in the
mouf h of lis Exceltency, corne forward and
say: We wanf six woeks' hotidays. Lot us
go horne-some of us long disfances--and
cornte back aýgain. Wby? Because tho g-ox-
ernment are not able f0 function, f0 carry
on. The astonishing feafure of the maffer,
not only f0 mysoîf and f0 other lion. ment-
bers, but f0 the whole country, is why they


