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as I have done-and 1 submit it is the only
inte iretation-then we remove the ministrr's
objection to the letter.

,Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Let me say a
word at this peint. Taking the hon, gentle-
man's ciwn interprelation of flhc word
'1political," 1 ask hima if hie tbinks it is a,
proper thing, for -an offleer of this government,
where a difference of opinion is supposed to
exist between this governinent and the
British government in regard to at ptirticultir
mnatter, to refer that matter to an officiai of
the Un.ited States goveroment and ask his
adverse cormcent upon it. Let me cite a
onralle! caise. At this verv moment there is
a difference of opinion in this country as to
the attitude the British governiment is taking
on tlie question of preference. An officer of
the Departnient of Trade and Commererý here
imight ' ust as Dr. Terrance did £0 the case the
bon. m'ember cites. and aecording te bis own
interpretation, take the view% that political
pressure is rcsponzýible for the position the
British governiment is taking in this matter.
Woiilcl the hon. member tbink it a proper pro-
cedure for an offleer of 'the departînent, with-
eut the knowledgýe of his minister. te corn-
municate with the Depirtmcnr of Trade and(
Commerce at Washington, and ask him lu,
opinion as to how the matter should be
deait with? If an officer of the depaittment
saw fit to act, in that wa v, 1 do net wonder
-hat the minister would net have confidence iii
him.

Mr. STEVENS: The Prime Minister bas
misscd the point. He says: "Without the
knowlcdge of bais minister". His minister
irnstructed Dr. Torrance f0 ascertain bow the
United States department would be affected.
He instrueted him to write this letter.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Instructed hima
te refer to political considerations?

Mr. STEVENS: No. Tbe Prime Minister
based bis argument a moment ago on the
fact that tbe minister was ignorant of ail
this. I am pointing eut te him, just in
answer to that point, tbat Dr. Torranoe was
înstructed to write that letter.

Mr. MOTHERWELL: Not that kind of
letter.

Mr. STEVE NS: Tbis letter is a confidential
letter. It dees net refer in an offensive way
f0 political influence. There is nothing of an
offensive character in the language, even
tbougb one chose to take tbat view which I
cannot see any ground for. Let us examine
the letter again. After several paragraplis
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to whicba the minister takes no0 objection,
dealing with the whole question of quarantine,
Dr. Torrance states:

If political considerations are to be introduced into
the consideration of the question of quarantine it
places the scientific ad% isers of the respirtive govern-
isients in a vvry aisornaou.s position, anîd 1 feel that
where we have to undertake tise responsibilitv of
ca rrying out any regulations that are made we should
also have a decided influence us tise planning of these
regulat ions.

Thon be gees on:
Should political pressure force nie to accelpt a

shortened period of quarantine for iniports frosîs the
Biritish Isles I have been wondering what ssould be
the attitude of your bureau in regard to the osatter.

Wbat pressure could there be other tban
political pressure? Tbe pressure is tbe rela-
tiens existing hetween Canada and Great
Britain as affecting the removal of the em-
bargo in Great Britain and the shortening of
the quarantine period i0 Canada. Tbe word
"political" is very properly used tbere. Dr.
Torrance says this: "I helieve our quarantine
period of thirty days sbotîld ho maintnined,
but this pressure, owing te these negotiatiens,
may force me te shorten tbat period". He

dees net say this, but this, of
10 p.m. course, is inferred in the objeet of

the whole correspondence-'Shou]d
I be forced te reduce that period, wbat are
you going te do f0 our cattie? Are you going
f0 shut our caffle out or are you going to
increase your period of quarantino?' It must
be borne in mind that these negetiations
hetwccn t he department in Wasbington and
our departiiment in Canada bad been geing on
for years. They bad beon running on bar-
moniously in regard to tbese matters and
the question was a very serieus one. Dr.
Terrance, at tbe instructions of the minister,
seeks te find eut what the attitude of Dr.
Mobler would ho. To show that Dr. Mohier
took ne wreng impression eut of tbis, we bave
already rend to-night a letter frem Dr.
Mohier sbowing that ne sucb idea entered
his head. Then, we bave his reply wbicb I
migbt rend again-I de net suppose that is
necessary-a perfectly ceurteous reply tbat
bas in it ne suggestion of there being any-
tbing offensive in this letter.

I want to make this appeal te tbe Prime
Minister: Suppesing he grants tbat tbere was
in tbe wording of tbis letter something other
tban the skill of an experienced diplomat,
would that be an offence for wbich a servant
of bis standing sbould ha summarily dis-
missed? I put this te the Prime Minister?
He is in charge of External Affairs; suppesing
an under-secretary of External Affairs wrete
a letter that was net couched in quite the
térmis that lie approved and hie later ascer-


