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And aiso to the reesonable necessities of the
Canadian consumer, provided that es between
wheat and fleur preference should be given
to the exporta tion of fleur except ln cases
where the public interest would be adversely
affected there!by.

This broadens the ground upon which the
wheat board may flx its prices for home
consumptioïn wheat and the produets of
wheat and makes it possible and necessary
that in the fixation of these prices they
Inust have regard as well to the intereste
of the consumers who depend for their food
upon the millers supply, who, in turn, de-
pends for his i'ii supply upon the farmer's
product. The other consideration is this-
that in the selling and expert of the wheat
and wheat products, preference must be
given, unleas it advers-ely effects the publie
interest,-of which they are to be the judge
lrom time to time-to flour as -against
wheat. rhe reasons for that are obvions.
In the first place, though the farmer wanta
to get as strong a price as hie can for bis
wheat, hie still must always bear in mind,
as 1 think he does, that the people are to
be çonsidered as weil; that ini the fixation
of price the interests of the consuming
public as weil as of the selling publie
should be considered. Further, it is to the
advantage of this 'country-not only that:
it is almost an absolute necessity-that as
far as possible the subsidiary products of
wheat milled in Canada shall be available
and accessible for Canadian consumption.
On téhat diepend many widelýy extended in-
terests-the dairy interests and the stock
interests will occur readily to the minds of
aIl of us. Now, during the past season the
wheat board bas been very much blamed
-and, 1 think, unjustly-iný that the mills
have not had a greater grinding possibility,
so to speak, and have nlot put in the ex-
port market as large a proportion of wheat

* flour as their indu stry lad a capacity for,
and as stock dealers and dairy mnen wouid
like thein to have done in order that stock
and dairy foods might be at the disposal o!
our people. Those two interests, then.-
the consuming interests and the stock and
dairying ititerests--ought to be factors xi
the considerations upon which. the wheat
board wiii base its estimate and jndgment
with reference to prices. A good deai o!
criticism has been wrongfully levelled
against the wheat board. My hon. friend
from Kent (Mr. McCoig) is flot here, but
hion. members will recoileot the charge that
hie made against the Wheat Board in re-
spect to unsatisfactory grains.

What lie said, and yon wiIl find it in
Hansard, wae this: That the wheat board

deliberately prevented Ontario miliers from
getting Ontario wheat to mili, and that
consequently their milis were not empioyed
for a longer space o! time, and that
consequentiy the stock and dairying
interests o! Ontario were sacrificed. And
le drew a most doleful picture of the
diminishing number of cattie and sheep
and stock generally, which lie laid to the
fault of the Wheat Board in flot aiiowing
Ontario millers to get their own wheat to
miii. H1e prodnced teiegrams in thds House
fromn farmers in Kent asking that this
wheat board, project should flot be put
forward in legisiation. I do not blame
those farmers for sending those telegrains
if they took as their basis the statemient3
o! the hon. member for Kent.* What are
the factsi The facts of the case were that
Ontario raised 20,000,000 bushels of wheat
last year, and that the wheat board bought
less than 90,000 bushels o! that 20,000,000,
which wouid flot be sufficient in the feed
it would give to keep the stock of Ontario
going for a singie day. Yet, my hon. !riend
drew that dolef ni picture and made the
criticism against the wheat board that by
their arbitrary action they had made it im-
possible for the Ontario milis to grind their
grain because the board had taken it for
export and sale. It is on sudh statements
that a good many people formn their con-
ciusions, and it is flot quite rigît to Vhe
people that those statements should noV
be carefully considered before Vthey are
uttered and made public.

Mr. MIORPHY: What became of the
balance of Vhe Ontario wheat?

Sir GEORGE FOSTER: It was milled
and fed by the Ontario people themeves,
absoluteiy. The other criticismn was Vhs,
that the wheat board did flot try, or if it
did try it did not 6ncceed in getting a iarger
proportion o! orders iii the foreign market
for wheat fleur. Now, 1 foiiowed that
matter pretty closely myseif. When I was
in -England and Paris the matter o! Vhe
future supply wae np, and different states
through their representatives had inter-
views with Vhe ministers, and particuiariy
with myseif, as Vo what Canada conld do
to suppiy them with wheat. What was the
whoie clamour, the whole demand? It was
that we shouid get wheat for them. Greece
wanted wheat, Italy wanted wheat, France
wanted 'wheat, Beiginm wanted wheat, Eng-
land wanted wheat. None o! Vhemn wanted
flour, and for the very obvioue reason that,
in the flrst place the wheat was more easiiy
taken to themn and at issa cost, but mainly


