
6227 CO MM ON S 6228
benefit. The telephone service is of the
greatest possible importance to the agricul-
tural community ;it brings the country
districts into close touch with the towns
and cities, and thus greatly adds to the
attractions of rural life. But if you em-
barrass the smaller rural companies, you
will deprive the people of the advantages
tbey otherwise would have, In the county
of Dufferin there are a dozen telephone
companies, and if they have interchange
with the Bell Company it would bie a great
advantage to the people living la the coun-
try districts. We know that the railway
companies were anxious to allow these local
companies to put their telephones in the sta-
tions, and that the Bell Company opposed
it to such an extent that the railways could
flot do so. To-night we are only getting the
crumbs that are falling from the govern-
ment table, and mighty small crumbs they
are. Iventure to predict that the agita-
tion will bie kept up la the country, and
that the people will at last demiand that our
legisiation bere shahl be ln the interest of
thec greater number and that tbese liuge
corporations shahl not stand in the way of
thle public good.

'-%r. M. S. SCIIELL. 1 have no grievance
against the Bell Telephone Company ; 1
believe they have given us a good and effi-
cient service. True. they had an excellent
franchise, and I do not know tatte
gave the public more than the public were
entitled to and had a rigbt to expect. We
are assured to-nigbt that this law will pro-
vidIe for connection between ail the tele-
phione companies operating la the Dominion,
but I wish to know definiteiy wbiether it
mwill provide for a reciprocal interchange.

Mr. W. F. M-NACLEAN. It does flot.

Mr. M. S. SCHELL. The clause is drawn
la such a formi that possibly it might re-
cluire a keen lawyer to interpret il, and s0
1 w-ould like to know froin the government
w-lat it really mneans. Suppose that one
coinpany is seeking connection with a com-
pany of equal strengtb, will the company
seeking the connection be able to get a
reciprocal interchange ?

Mr. EMMER.,ON. Yes.

Mr. M. S. SCHELL. Suppose that one
company sbould refuse to reciprocate, wvill
it lie compeiied 10 do so ?

'Mr. EMMERSON. ibat is unquestion-
a bly one of the termis upon which the con-
nection would be made. The moment you
have a1 connection made each company is
in a position t0 avail itself of the uines
of the other company. One of the termis of
the order of the board w-ould bie that the
p)atrons of the connecting company would
utilize the lines and service of the company
mak'ing the application.

Mr. BARR.

Mr. 'M. S. SCHIELL. Then, supposing a
number of smaller comipaiies were seeking
connection wîtb the Bell Company, aad
suppose the Bell Company sbould say :We
will give yon coanection. but our service is
very valuable and wve will make you pay ;
what would happen thea ? A good many of
the arguments advanced to-niglit bave been
t0 the effect that the long-distance service
given by tbe Bell Company is worth more
than the company is getting for it, and that
the Bell Company would be the loser if more
business is given to it, but that seems to mie
t0 be the w-eakest argument I have ever
beard advanced by men of intelligence. The
point I want 10 have made clear is Ibis-
suppose the Bell Companyv should say 10
these smaller companles :We w!II give yon
connection, but we don't care to have our
system operated la such a -way that our
patrons can transmit business over vour
lune ; wonld the Bell Comipany be compelled
to give an interchange ia the sanie manner
as between companies of equal strength

Mr. EMMERSON. Yes.

Mr. M. S. SCHELL. Tbese rural lines
,may bie thirty or forty miles long, and are
practically long-distance connections ;will
the Bell Company bie conîpelled to transmit
business over these otber uines, so that the
business tbat cornes 10 the Bell Company
may, as a business transaction, offset the
business that cornes fromn these rural uines
and goes 10 the Bell Teleplione Company ?

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN. No ; one is a
long distance and the other is not.

Mr. EMMERSON. The board lias power
to regulate ln respect to tbat.

Mr. W. F. MACLEAN. Only iii respect
to long distance telephones.

Mr. EMMERSON. Every oîîe of the tele-
phone systemns mentioned by my bon. friead
(Mr. M. S. Scbell) is a long distance service
as déecribed by hlm, and the ternis upoa
w-hich that iaterchange will bie givea will
be fixed by the Board of Railway Commis-
sioners. My hon. friend will understaad
that the connection is made, it is a physical
connection ; you cali up the connecting
point and the two uines are brouglit in con-
tact, and you ask for somebody along the
uine of tbat long distance service, and you
talk to bîmi ; you do not send your message
10 the Bell Company and hiave it transmitted
b3- that company 10 the party with whom
you wishi to communicate, you have a con-

nection made w-hereby you can talk with
lm directly.

Mr. M. S. SCHIELL. I understand that.
If the Bell Telepbone Company refuseîl the
company that w-as making apl)pication for
the conuection tbey u-ould bie receiving no
business in return 10 offset the business
they iuust bc giving to tbe Bell Telephone
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