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eran éëdýit was that the rates should be not exceeding with fainetions enabtiog them, to lay a eàhe acroas the

these wheih are mentioned in a oertain report of the Pacifie Pacifie as well as aeross the Atlantie, and if the fact
Bailway suf"ey. My own impression la that it would be be that wbioh I have previously referred toi namely,
objectionable in the ast degree to establish a minimum for that Canada presents the best point to start fron,cablemebsages for twenty years to corne. I think thore may we ought to be very careful to see that wo are net
bu sfeh improvemnents before twenty years are over, such granting an expensive privilege too soon, or without an
eàpansion of traffic, that any figures which are made to-day absolute necessity for doing so. I think also that there in
wouid oe perfeetly fabulous in a short time. It may be ipeonsistency between the spirit of any such legislation a
otherwie, but we ought to have our hands perfectly free. that whieh we are now asked to sanction, and the existing
he also oeours to me that this company does not offer, as far law, the Marine Eleetrie Telegraph Act of 1875, whih is
as I eau ijadge, what have been found to be essential still on our Statute-book, notwithstanding more than one
guaiantees for rnaintaining telegraphic communication hy effort to repeal it. That provides that any new company
a long stretch of ocean. As far as we eau jirdge an essen- whieh bas exclusive privileges to land in Newfoundland or
tial guarantee is more than one cable; we cannot depend elsewhere, shall be taboood from the coast of Canada, and yet
upon a single cable. They propose to -have power to iay a while that is the law of Canada we are asked here to grant
cable or cables, but they do not propose to put themselves extensive privileges on the other Bide of the continent 4o a
under any obligation to lay more than one ;' and if you do company to lay a cable from the Pacifde coast. Moreover,
not isedet upon laying more than one, all they will be bound these resolutions provide that theo ompany so to be incor-
to do-in any reasonable interpretation of 4lone telegraph porated shall be subject to the provisions ii thie very Act,
line," is to repair a breach as rapidly as possible when a namely, the Act 38 Victoria, Chap. 26. That Act provides:
breach is made, and in doing that they will, in the spirit, "Each of the companies mentioned in the first section cf this Act, ormaintain tolegraphie communication. I think, therefore, which may become incorporated in Canada under the next preoediag
that unless things are shown to be different in the Pacifie section, is prohibited froi entering into any agreement for the trans-
from the Atlantic, any provision partaking of the character mission or interchange of messages, or for participationin profits, or for
ef thA tlantic, mo o y ot ion have ofehe areofthe union or consolidation of capital stock, witb any compauy orof a.monopoly ought to have some measure of association of persons, which at auy time may posses -or acquire anysecurity. These are the only observations I desire such exclusive privilege of landing wire or cable for a marine telegrapÊ,
to make at this moment, because I think none of in Newfoundland, Qr the Danish possessions, and .where an equal or
us have been able thoroughly to apprehend the whole reciprocal right is not conceded as in the proviso to the said next

effect of the hon. gentleman's statement and the particulars preceding section meationed2'
of the Order in Council, without an opportunity of giving Now, this company that is propose] by Mr. Fleming and
them a more careful consideration. I desire to say. further his associates would, inauch as it is declared to be sub
that we ought to bave some evidence before us of the ject to this Act, be prohibited from making an arrangement
concession which the hon. gentleman says ho is informod with the Anglo-American Company, beca'use that company
bas been granted by the Japanese Government. lie ought possesses exclusive privileges on the Atlantic side,and yet the
to know that in some way or other. Does the hon. gentle- new company would have exclusive privileges on the
man know it by telegraph or by word of mouth ? If ho Pacific side, an inconsistency to which we ought not rashly
knows it by any formal. document it sbould be laid before and without the very strongest necessity, commit ourselves
this louse. by parliamentary action. For these reasons I conffess I

Mr. CAMEIRON (Victoria). I think it is well to go look with considerable hesitation upon the propriety of
slowly when it is proposèd to create a monopoly for twenty passing these resolutions or committing ourselves, with the
years in telegraphie communication so important as that information now before the House, to the ereation of a
will, no doubt, become hereafter between the Dominion monopoly for twenty years, such as proposed.
of Canada and the continent ofAsia. We ought to be very Sir RICHARD J. CARTWRIGIIT. I think in any case
carèful to see that the only way in which that communica- the louse ought to be put in possession of the plan which
tion can be obtained is not by the granting of a monopoly. is said to have been made by Mr. Sandford Fleming to the
I have been informd-I do not know how truly, I think Governor in Council, as well as the Order in Council. The
it is the case-that the basin of the Pacifie, even more hon. gentleman was good enough to read one of those docu-
than the Atlantic, presents the characteristic that the best ment, but I think both ought to be printed and placed in
available point for crossnig it is opposite the territory of the hands of the House bofore we are aaked to ge on with
British North America; that in fact the depth of the the consideration of this subjoct. Of course, if the hon.
Pacific Ocean, when you go as far south even as gentleman thinks it more convenient to go into Committee
Oalifornia, is se great that -it is almost impossible with and give explanations there, I have no particular objection,
adrantage to lay a cable across there, while in the but I really think we ought to have detailed information
Atlantio it bas been found that the most advantageous point before we are asked to proceed further with a question of
-for laying a eable is opposite that part of the continent of this magnitude.
America which belongs to Canada. If thatbe the case, and Mr. MACKENZIE. The hon. gentleman, in replying to
we pseïs on the Pacifie seaboard, as we do on the Atlantic the hon. member for Ottawa, complains that the proposal
seaboird, th best available point for laying a cable, it is to extend the lino beyond the limits of Canada to the
very nportant that we should be careful not to restriet our western side of the Paciticcost, was mentioned incidentallybands, id in fact the hands of the whole world, as we would only. The hon. Minister proposes to organize this con-
pmticealy be doing, by giving an exclusive privilege which pany, if it has not already ben done, under the Act Chap.would prevent the attninments and continuance of an efpi- n6, 1875. That is a Act paused by the Parliament ofest e*ble service across the-Pacific Ocean. I do not know Canada for the purpose of enabling companies to organize
what information the Government may possems as to the C aywher and construet marine cables; and yet the word-ability or desire of other countries to lay a cable across the ing of that Act is as follows:-
Pacifie iea. I know notibng of the Company which the isoftha a t er olo s
hu. member for Ottawa (Mr. Currier) has just spoken of "This Act shal apply to every company or association of persons here-

pp ' after authorized byany seca al or general Act of Parliament of Canada,bat-hosetates that that company is prpared to undertake orunuder the provisions oft" Ae conSstruct or maintain telegraphic
thM laying of this table. I ar aware froin the publie prose wires or cables, in, upon, under or aeroes tte guif, bay or branch of any

e-a1 Ido ot speak from -any other information at the sea or ay tidal water within the jurisdiction of Canada, or the shore or
bed thereof respectively, so as to oonnect any, Pro-vine with anr other

presnt#eme oq, this surbject-that a Company has recently Province in oiiY rtoetnteodth iiso nrolein the Dominion, or -toxtmid bey*ud the imite of Aay
been formed in the United States for the purpose of, and Province."
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