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from hca.dlancl to hcc.cllûlic .l . Tht. : : Provision, which t•cflc;cts the
1951 dec :isioïi in thc wclJ.-ICnobTn ,411g].,o --1dor•l're gia..ïi ii_aheric : case,

is of particular iiitr,rc ::t to Canada because much of our
coastline is deeply indented, -;s I have. already pointed out .

- In the conliilittec stage there was a nlove to impose a
limitation of 15 itlilc r, on straight basclines which would have ha d
undcsira.ble resu].ts for us . Iiot•rever, action by Cranpdr.; in the
plenary session was successful in having this, limitation removed .
The Confereïice also adopted a provision recogniz7..ng thât baya
with mouths of 24 miles or less are to be regarcled û :- intcrilal
waters . This limitation would not, of course, affect bays

.along coasts ti;hcrc: the baseline sy,tcnl is applicabl e

The fourth 'colZvention deals with the general law of
the high seûs . The Convention on the High Seas has perhaps
loss siL,;nificance for Canada than the others becquse, in the
niaiii, it simply codifie ; e :;zsting international law . It
provides for the f,'f .rF t time a^ystelllatic compilation of reco€-
nized intern,.1tlo11a1 ].atf on a nualber of important matters and secks
to ensure the ma ;ciluum freedom of the high seas . This applie î not
only to n aviga.tiotl but to i'ishiilu on the high seas, . flying over
the high s cas ana such activities as the laying of sLlbqlarJ_ne
cables and the buildilig of pipe lines under the high sea s .

,fluton,r, other things, the Convention -deals with suc h
matters as tho i>aat iortality of ::hips, safety of life at sea, the
suppression of p :l:racy• and the slave trade, the riCht of ho t
pur suit in certain circumstances and the prevention of
pollution of the :cas by the discharge of oi.l or the dumping
of radioactive t•raste . It was, mr . Spcal;er, a very thorough
compilation of the cxi:tillg, laws of the sea into a code which
we. now hope will be ratified by the great majority of the
nations of the world .

I have referred in brief suliu:iury, Mr . Speaker, to
Some of the highlights of the four corivcntions . Now I would
like to turn to the questioii of the breadth of the-territorial
sea and the rclatecl quost-Ion of coastal fishing zones . It is
on this subject, oj:' cour : e, that the publicity was given which
attracted such ti:'idc ;préad public interest . It is unfortunate
in one way that this aspect of the Conference 's work reached
so much public interest because it tendcd to obscure nlany of
the more constructive ûclliever.lerits of the Coiii'erence . I would
like to l;ive ,or,lc of the background of this ]]lattcr of the
breadth of the territorial scu to -,c o:whether we c~mnnot
l.ial;e cl(-, .,r tAhat the problem is and the importance of Canada I :
côiitributioii so . ï~:r and wh-CU we thinl, it can be in the future .

Thcre ha r, becn no unif orrl pr :;ctice, Mr . Spea.l:er, i n
so far a s thc Urev.clth of the territorial sou is coiicerned .
&-!iicrally :pcal ;inÿ, the great l:la.~•itime nùtioiis have accepted
Mnd enforeed the thx-CO-Iuile territorial sea off the coa.sts
of the various couütrics of the world . l,~-tily countries fol .


