
rights NOOs have the possibility of submitting "counter-reports" toi the competent UN

organ (or, on an informai basis, to individual memnbers 21). Counter-reports are usually

valued for the balance they bring to the normally benign view of laws, programmes and

policies presented in the officiai report. Canadian NGOs have made strategic use of the

possibility of submitting counter-reports ini the past. The presentation of these parallel

reports - with NGO representatives being officially or unofficially present at certain

committee sessions - have influenced the examination of Canada's reports and, in some

well-publicised cases, a committee's concluding observations and comments.2

Public funding for idpnet monitoring does exist, but so far only with respect to the

United Nationis Convention on the Rights of' the Child, ratifled in 1991 by Canada .23

Three federal departnents contribute fmnancially to a project initiated by the Canadian

Coalition for the Rights of Children to mronitor the implementation oif the Convention in

Canada. The objective of the project is to encourage broad social participation in the

deveiopmont of a monitoring frameworç.24 In the course oif the projeet, the Coalition is

expccted to submit a cutr-report 2 to Candas second official report, due to be

examnedat the UN in teyear 2000.

Provincial jurisdictionis seem~ to lag behirnd ini ternis of encouraging civil society

participation. No formal soliçitation oif NGO views is made prior to the preparatiori of

reports - dsite the faci: that provincial laws, policies and programmes are just as

suscetibl ofeing criticised at the UN as their federal equivalents As far as could be


