
participation and representation of indigenous people at ail levels Of Guatemalan
society. It is the only accord that specifically includes a gender perspective
recognizing the double, even triple, discrimination agaînst indigenous women and it
creates an organismn for the defense of indigenous women.

Representatives of the Mayan movement at the Roundtable emphasized the dynamie
nature of their cultural identity. They pointed out that Guatemalan indigenous sectors
encompass as great a diversity of ideological perspectives as the rest of civil society.
Myths and stereotypes must be broken down: not ail indigenous people are peasants;
many are urban people more interested in professional work or private sector
business. Leaders of the Mayan movement reject policies - indigenistic or
paternalistic - which continue to marginalize their full participation in the political,
social, economic and intellectual life of their country. They are not seeking a form of
indigenous self-government since the Maya are a majority in Guatemala and also
have a presence in neighbouring countries. Many indigenous people want more than
a piece of land and do not want to be relegated to traditional roles of providing cheap
labour in the agricultural sector. The need to democratize Guatemalan society,
including civil society, begins with support for indigenous organizations and
institutions whi.ch support the Mayan people.

Within Mayan organizations, however, difficult issues such as indigenous identity and
gender must be addressed. The Mayan cosmovision.recognizes the complementarity
of women and men but this doesn't remove the real iriequafity that exists between
indigenous men and women. Women's participation in decision-making or policy
development is stili marginal even in many grass roots organizations. Proposais for

level.


