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Canadians who remain in Hang
Kong for three months or more
are encouraged to register with
the Canadian Consulate General.
This will make it easier for
Canadian officials to helpyou in
the event of an emergency.

Conditional and
Unconditional Stay

Most Canadians who first enter
Hong Kong with the intent to live
there initially acquire Conditional
Stay status. Permission to work
is granted separately. Conditional
Stay status can be revoked at
any time and must be renewed
periodically.

After seven years of continuous
residency under Conditional
Stay status, you can apply for
Unconditional Stay status or
the Right of Abode. The
Unconditional Stay relieves you
of the need to periodically renew
residence and work permits.
This is an administrative mea-
sure that does not convey any
legal right to stay, and it can be
revoked at the discretion of the
Director of Immigration.

The Right of Abode

Persons holding Right of Abode
status cannot be deported. The
law concerning the Right of
Abode treats individuals differ-
ently depending on their ethnic
background. Canadians of
Chinese descent who were born
in Hong Kong may be considered
Chinese citizens. They have the
Right of Abode in the HKSAR
immediately. Canadians of
Chinese descent who were born
elsewhere have the Right of
Abode after seven continuous
years of residence. The required
residency may be at any time in
the past and does not have to
immediately precede the claim
to Right of Abode status.

Persons deemed not to be of
Chinese nationality can qualify
for the Right of Abade if they
entered Hong Kong on a valid
travel document and have ordi-
narily resided there for seven
continuous years immediately
prior to applying tobecome a
permanent resident. The period
of continuous residence can be
before or after the establishment
of the HKSAR.

Once you have acquired the
Right of Abode, you are entitled



