
(Ca141 February 6, 1948) 

REPORTED -IN P-ARLIAMENT :BRIEFà' •• • ' 	 :3 
' it 	1•• 	• 	r 

HYDE PARK ' AGREERRAT 71;7'  
Swift Current, Sask.) 'asked 	Einuse,- -of 
Commons Febivary '3 whether there •-re're -.any 
details of the Hyde, Paili aireéritérit -uhknban to 

• Parriament and if so would -the SecretarY of 
'State for Exeemal ATfaird table 'a 

'Mr: St: "Laurent (Sec'retary of State 'far 
External .Affai rs) : My in forinatice 	:that 
there are no detrals--  unknoWn'te°Pailiriment, 

- arid that there was no 'document 'signed'
t 
 at9 the 

time; but a f ter the. meeting. betwee the- 
i den t  and  the' Prime "Minister 
1541, l.atitement was illued- to .  the'Preilier&f 
whiéh'  a  cop); was printed in 'the'lreaty•Sirres 
'1941, No. 14, of thé Depirtrnerit -cif-Eitérftli 
Àffeirs--,. which was 'tabled in Parliament the 
time.' I have not  had t'imé/to . 'ardEeriairï ifie 
date when it was tabled,-but 
time the declaration apbeared  in the Press. 
There is nothing else tci evlderïce tlieHyde 
Park.  agreement .but this -jeinttittkeent. Which 
Ives issued to the Press at  the the. • 

EMERG'ENCY EXCirANGE 	- 	- 

ekRapip READING CARRIED;  On a .votelof...84 to 
. 70, the House of Commons, January 30, ,gave 
sectind reading-  to the DnergericY'Ejichanie_Côn-
seryation Act (Bill.No. autharikes 
'quotas and•othér restrictions of imieorls in 
connection with Government blaris to meet short-

- a- g& ofU.S.  dollars.  . " r 
Closing the•debette,,theMinister of Findthee, 

'Mr. 'Abbott: laid that at NoVaiber•13,'our 
exchanga-holdingewere, down to slightli.o -+er 
$500 million. , hileirnport 'restrictions •og. a 
soripbly' extensive'nature:we're'being.'impsiatid, 

' it•wai realized at the,time thatitheY cotild not 
become f fe.c tive overni ght Froze.' the .é'inerietice 
o  othir'ioun.  tries, it *as theuéhl•Fikery 
o-tii exchange reserved; wituld falr•-to apPrOX-
/mate ly .$400, mi II ion'.-fllewing 'the inmosition 
of'inspert reserictions beforet.the.restrictis 
could become effective. 	 • ' • F I t 

'Ac Ws 1 ly , the re su.1 es had- bee:even e-''great 
deal better.. At the end.of Novainbrakerves 
had fallen to , approximately $480 million and 
the decline was continuing. On December 17, 
'the low 'peint was reached of ju'rit-hhcle'l$461 

. lion., However, ', we'ended the. yea,r19,47' tdith. „ 
total holdings' of $502  million 	 it 'the 
Close of business, January 29, 1948, tetal 
holdings of gold and U.S. dollars were $513,- 

8 9 

- 

ASSASSINATION-  OF A -Pine ; Leaders Of Oppbsi-
tion parties in e Heirse of Ccimmons jo'ined 
with  the Prime Mirtiater in,exnressing their 
deep regret at the assalsination  of Mahatma • 
Candhi. - - 

The Prime Minister read the following mes-
sage he had sent'-to the Canadian•High Commis-
sioner.for India for transmission to the Prime 
Minister Of , ' 

I desire' to .t.xpréés tb -you, and through 
. you" to the -gévernment and people of-India, the 
profourtd • regret  with which the'- ne wri of . the 
tragie death ofMahatma ,Candhi' has been receiv-
ed in Canada. It is 'partiturarly shoçkirig that 
a life so selfleasly•deveted to the avoidance 
of violence should have been brought •to its 
close by'an aceof -vieriince. It is to be hoped 
that the principle of non-violenc'e for-which 
Gandhi 'stood will gain renewed 'strength al; a 
iesult of his  assassination. 

Mayl egg,. 	Pkime Minister; the expres- 
sion of isy pro' fétind 'sympathy with zoprselfYand 
with' the people of' India at thil time _ 

, W.L.  Mackenzie Kin; 
. Priera Minister of Canada. . 

PdRIICIPATIDN  IN  MARSHALL PLAY:  Johh"Bru-
çkiers, Progressive Conservative leader, asked 

-in' the bouse of Conimons, Jenuiry.  3O, whethert 
the United  States  had made any  official  Fevre-
isentations to Canada with respect to  the part 
Canada 'sliould'ri'l,ay, in  the  Ma'rshall •plein: r  

r. ST. LAU,RENT (Secretary Of State fer 
Lxternal Affairs): , I can 'answer 'at Once that 
there have befn no official representations 
ftom  the  United States go' vein.  ment to the Cana-
'Jinn government - in 'that regard.-  1  would not 
say that • there .haVe'ncit been discussions of 
what we have_ already .done and o f»wha t some 

'United States -newsPapers  have held.up an 
example of the way Candidei' acts Without fanfare 

auch matter's; -.as in - indication that if. thé 
United States wishecrtb  Io • likewise, haVing 

. regard to proportion of poeulation or propor-
tion of national revenue, .it would invorve 
sums substantially larger than those' which are 
now being considered. There have been conver-
sations between members of our embassy in 
%asitington and members of the state department, 
and the matter of what_ the United 'Stlitéti'gov-
eznnient will do is titow • being ' con skdered by 
Corigress. Dtit there have been no official 
representations.' Thé conversations have been 
as to a subject matter that' was of interest to 
all those who wished to aee the,economiel  of 
the devastated nations restored as rapidly  as 

 ,nossible so that normal. world trade may, have 
some nrospe'c t of being -carried on . in,,,accor-dance 
with the, new arrangements worked  out.. in  this 
Long Ceneva trade conference. . 

Mr. BRACKEN: May we .take it that the United, 
States has made no definite and specific rep! 

".. 	• 	.•• t 

résentatiOns as te'Crinadrirt; ii assona-
tion.  'viith the  United Sta'tea:or otherese: with 
reseect to' this plan? 

Ivir. st,..--LAURENr: Uo-' to the present .time - no 
'definite  and seecific'repiesentations have 
bèéh, 'made' by the United-  States  'government; and  
no official inquiry hew' beeweade as to what 
Canada might wish to conside,r with resnect to 
this plitn». •• •  

884,563. That record was a very encouraging 

one. 	 - 
Mr. Abbott amleed: 
1 would ndt wi5P.;t6'Sursest.dlat this iise 

in out' eeeerve tion which has been going. 
 on Since-.  alsoût  1c  middle.  of December' would 

continue -  witho- ut i'-,terruption; or that we have 
as  yet ieach-ecl P level which Would be rerarded 

satisfoctory .. Undoubtedly there will...be 
perieds- whén., our reserves will fall, off  for  a 
time. 'I do t not venture tu -1, ronhesy hiow long 
it will be Lefore we shalt be able to build un 
our reserves to what I wcist.d call a satiefac-
tor" .or:c-oinfOrtaGle levél ' as a 'result of 'the 
various long run measureà ,re. are -taking .to- get 
our economy :  into _a better balance with that ' 
the United StateS.  1t&  that cCaitiè'étion rearit 
to say that in order to "inere;ase our.holdirigs 
of actual cash "fe,s;er•jes to men% datisfactory 
level we  ma):  1441' this' year' deliberately draw 
upon the 'loan whi-Ch we recèn'tly-  n'egotiatdd 
with the' éxport-innoré' bard': at. - M,ashington. 1 
say that,-now.rn circler th-it. 	riembE-re add 
the cofeiirY  ma  y uot Surp 	ii`neading coneru- 
sions when and, if : Wle'• actually begin to dra* on 
that Loa?' . 

Replying Ë'o OnnoSition critidisms, 
•Ailott said that the nrobibited list covered 
onry about $2ii1ion df 'U.K. imports or less 
than  1;i -Per cent`.df -  total isiberts -  to Canada 
from the  -United 

MÈ. 'Abbott 	'th'ir the restriction n'ro- 
gramme, 'instead of hirid-ering imrsirts fibre the 
Unieed‘lan'sdoirl_, WàulTd sttmulate theM because 
'of 'then 'ou'ota' -basi.-CTaketextiles as' an oilt-
stadding examt5le-'.2 Tmoort's .  fr6à •  the United 

 §tatés woUld beL et dawn 'tà abouf'oile , third of 
last 'year' e eknoits o %Canada - .whereas Great 
13rltain- Could exdPi-ts  200 Pe.ç"cent'of her lakt 
year l e eicoorts to this : c-  oinitry. Ënd that wàuId 
apply:to -  a' great manYCbmmoditlesi.. ' 

"rhefe has' been, talk In' - thià debate:- h;f. 
Abbott contihuies!, of'econoMic clorEfinatson by 
the Unite'd''S ltaèe's: ski),  th'ifS, that à 
nation which loses its 'exchan3è.  iesefves losès 
its inctependenci-. 1:.'et 'there.  be no miStake 
aDout. tha .t. 

. 	• 
FIGH CGST GF LIVINC 
PARLMIIENTARY Eel:TRY:  Thé Ptine Minister, 
Mr.  MackenieKii. moved" in the House- of 

'Commons, Febru' ary 2, for ralipointment of- a 
special. fact-finding coMmittee to investigate 
increases in the cost 6f living. Ihè 'committee, 
under the.  motion, will examitiê'and repôrt from 
time to time as to: 

(a) 1.11e  cause  S Of •the recent rise in the 
cost of livinr; 
prices which have be'én--raised - abève 
levels justified by increased cost-s; 
rises in prices due to the acquiring, 
accumulating or witk.olding -from sale 
by ahy persons, firms or corporations 
of any goods beyond amoupts reasonably 
required for thé ordinary burposes of 
their businesses. 

W.B. February 6, 194S) 

The committee will consist, of: l.essrs. 
Beaudry, Cleaver, Fleming, Homuth, Johnston, 
Knowles,  •Lesar. e, Lartin, aybanlz, i‘layhew, 
McCubbin, Mèrritt, Nicholson,. Pinard, Smith. 
(Ca.' rary %%Fes t). ‘• in te 

, MR. SRACKEN ' S AMENDMEMT 

John Bracken, Prosressive ConFervative 
leader, moved„in amendment, that the. committee 
be Eiv-en flot  only-  wide terms of reference but 
alto  authority- to make recommenclatiOns. To 
the Paragraoss of the Prime Min:Le:ter' s motion 
cited above, t%.r. Bracken's amendment would 
add: e  

And 	particular-  Vo  examiné and renort 
upon: 

(d) the effect of Present Eovernment 

- 	
c es in less( nin- Canadian agriculturs1 

' produc.tion; 
(é) the advisability of continutng the 

present controls - on prices of farm • 

nroducts viiien there are no Controls 
over' farmers' costs. of production; 

,(T)  the  advisability of reverting •to pay- 
' • merits of subsidi-es on essential ammo-

&ties of consumntion 
so fea ,,Is between prices received by pro- 
ducers rald prices naid. by coneumers. 
Efacken's amendment rould also acid the 

followtng- clause: 
That as welt as reporting its findings 

the committ.ee shall from time to time make 
, recommendations to the IlousL of Commons, a s 

in the Opinion of the commi:ttee may be,con-
, side-red necessary, to secure as' far -as 

possible, fair and. just returns to nroduc-
- ers,- &ploy .ces and employ-eis and fair and 

just practices in niarketin.'• end. distribu- 
. lion that'var safeguard  the  interests of 

- 
 

consumer . ,as well as of n'ro,c'ucers, 
- Submitting  his, motion,-t:he Prime Ministex 
said the - motion  vas  .f.c>r one enetz.fic Purpose, 
namely, the appointment of:a. spcci.4-cbmr,itttee 
to investigate the  ri-te  in•nrices,and the, coet 
of living with snecial reference to vl-iat ”.•eie 
ordinarily described as pro-  flteering .and ,hoarcl-
ing. The motion was only one of a series  of  
measures which  the  p,overnmen't had already 
adopted in relation to  solutioni of the problem 
and also of.other measures that 'motild Lc 
bougJt fOrward later in the session. 

For obvious reasons, Mr. h:ackenzie King 
added, some other  ,arts  of th e  government's 
nitogramme could not be disclosed at this time. 
For ciffltple, it has been stated' in the Presr 
that ti.c Proper  va)'  to 'oring dovn  the  cost of 
living is -to m.-Le certain changes in the tax 
schedules  and  the likc. AP hot'.  members Lnow, 
the Eoveirment cannot disclose its Programme 
regardinf: taiçation until the_budget itself is 
brought down.. 

Brackch charrred that the government was 
trying to side'sten the issue through e stab! ish-
ment of  th  c committee, that it was trying to 
',lace  on others tne tare it shquld assume for 
rnishart..:!inr control s. 

- 

(c) 

, 


