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e REFORTED IN PARL

; Leaders of Opposi-

tion parties in ie House of Commons Jomed

with tlie Prime Mmlster in exoressing their

deep regret at the assassmatmn of Mahatma
Candhi. -

The Prime Minister read the following mes-
sage he had sentto the Canadian High Commis-
sioner .for India for transmission to the Prime
Minister 6f Indiar' '"* . . i AT

I desire’ to txpress tod you, 'and through
_you to .the ‘govermment and’ people of- Indig, the
profouqd regret with which the news of the
tragui death o fMahatma Candhi has been receiv-
ed in Canada. it is partu‘:ula:ly shocking that
a life so selflessly devoted to the avoidance
of violence should have been brought to its
close by an act of vmlem:e. It is to be hoped

_that the principle of non- -violencé for-’wh:.ch

Gandhi stood will gain renewed ltrength as a
result of his assassination.

May I add, Mr: Prime Minister, the expres-
sion of my pmfound ‘sympathy vith yoursel £and
with’ the Eeople of Indxa at th:.s tune .
. _ W.L. Mackenzie King;, *
- © " Prime M:.m.ster of Canada.

John "Era-

¢ken, Propressive Conservative eader agked

+in’ the House of Cormons, January 30, whether)

the Uhited States had made any official repre-

sentations to Canada with respect to: the part

Cendda ‘should’nlay, in the Marshall plan’’

br. ST. LAURENT (Secretary of State for
.xternal Affairs): I can answer at once that
there have been no official répresentations
from 'the United States government to the Cana-
dian government in ‘that regard.- I would not
say that there have'not been discussions o
vhat we have_ already ‘done and of- what some

‘United States" newspapers 'have held up ‘ae an

example of the way Canadd acts without fan fare
in guch matters;-as an-indication that if the
United States wished to do' likewise, having

.regard to proportion of populat:.on or propor-

tion of national revenue, ‘it would involve
sums substantially larger than those which are
now being considered. There have been conver-
sations between members of our embassy in
Vashington and members of the state depertment,
and the matter of what the United Sta'tes ‘gov-
ernnient will do is fow being considered by
congress. [ut there have beén no offigial
representations,’ Thé conversations have been
as to ‘a.subject matter that was of interest to
all those who wishéd to see the.economies of
the devastated nations restored as rapidly as

.posgsible so that normal world trade may have

some prospect of being -carried on. m,,acco:dance

with the new arrangements worked out.in this

long Ceneva trade conference. .
Mr. BRACKEN: May we ‘take it that the Urut:ecli

States has made no definite and specific rep!

(C:W.B. February 6, 1048)
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resentat:.ons as to'Cdnadd's part; ‘ifi assofia-
tion with the United States’ or ot.herwlse, wn:h
‘respect w0’ this plan? - ;

Mr. ST.-LAURENT: Un_to the presént - timé no
‘definite “and soéc:.flc'répresentatlons have
beeh made by the United States ‘govémment; and
no o{ficial inquiry hés’ bebn'made as to what
Canada m:.ght wvigsh to consider thh resoect to
this plan.’. . R o

1

;uxns_zaxk;AQBEEIEEJ%FTiJ-«Bentlex.(C’C.F
Swift Current, Sask.) asked ifi‘thé House'of

"Commons February '3 whether there were ‘any
details of the Hyde Park agreémén€ unknbwn to
Parl;ament and if so would -the Secretary of
State for Extemal Affairs table a'copy: "’
St. 'Laurent (Secretary of State 'for
External Affairs): My inforhmation i® "that
there are no details unknown’ 'to” Parliament,
*and tha't there was no’document signed’at® the
time; but after the, meeting’ betweén’ the' Piés-
ident and the Prime Mxni:seer on“Aon 17209
1941, & stdtement Wag issued-to the’ ’Press."&f
which' a copy was printed in “the” “Treaty® Series
1941, No. 14, of the Depart:nent of -Extérfial
Affa:.rs, vhich wns ‘tabled in Parlidment 'at the
time:” I have not had time to’ agcertain’ the
date when it was tabled,’but if-wds dt’'the
time the declaration appeared in the Press.
There is nothing else to’ ewidence the''Hyde
Park agreement but this .joint' stitement. which
wds issued to the Press at the' txme LoonsT

P T
T,y

EMERGENCY EXCHANGE BILL .

-, N,

5mg_xmma_%4nun. On a.voté of'84 to
70, the House of Commons, January 30, gave

second reading to the Energency “Exchan-ge_Con-
servation Act (Bill ‘No. 3).-TheBill authonzes
‘quotas and-other restrictions of imports in
connection with Government nlans tomeet short-
age of U.S. dollars. : R

‘ Closing thé debate, theMzmster of meée.
"Mr. ‘Abbott,” #aid that at November 13, our
exchange holdings. were down to sl:.ghtly over
$500 ‘million, While import restnctxons of'a res-
sonably extensive 'nature:were beifg: mpoud

“it'wasrealized at the time thatithey could not

become effective ovemxght From the €dverienice
of other countnes. it was thought hkely tat
our exchange reserves would fall'to approx-
. imarely $400, mzl.hon following ‘the' imposition
of ‘import restrictions before"the: restnctxons
could become effective. sl
Actually, the results had' been ‘even & 'great
deal better. At the end of Novembér, - reserves
had fallen t- approximately $480 million and
the declme .was continuing. On December 17,
‘the low point was reached of just-and en«-&éél
mllmn.. However, ‘we ended the year: 1947 ¥ith,
total holdings of $502 m:lhon and ‘at ‘the
close of business, January 29, 1948, to¥al
holdings of gold and U.S. dollars were $513, -
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_PARLIAMENT/RY INCUIRY:

" Commotis, February 2,

884,563, That recnrd was a very encouraging

orie.
Mr. Abbeortt a,de"ed
I would not wisn ‘to' su";eqt .that this rise

in ouf recerve position vhich has been gorng
on sirce "abouc the middle of December’ would
contlnue \l'l.t'l“lout l. gterrl"Dtlon or that we have
as yet reached » level which would be reparded
asg ='at:.sfactor) Undoubtedly there willsbe
periods” whén_ our reserves will f'all off for a
timé. T do‘not venture tu ~ronnesy how long
it will be Defore we shall be able to build un
our reserves to what 1 yould caIll a satigfac-
tory.or. ‘comFottable level as a result of ‘the
various long mm measures ve dare taking to get
our ecpnomy. into a better balance with thac ‘of
the United States. 14 that conhection I 'want
to say tiat 1n ordct to mt_:reaee ourholdirgs
of actual cash feserves to I nore satisfdetory
level we may. lat.ef this' year' deliberately ‘draw
uoon tie loan’ which we recently nelgotiated
with tné ‘expoft-1fnort bank at "Washington. 1
say that, now.in order that hon.: members atld
the country may uot jump 3 miéleading conclu-
sions when and if- v-e act.mll) begm to diaw on

that load. : '
Replying to Obdosition criticdisms, Mr.

‘abbott said that the nrohibited list covered

only about $24% witlion ¢f UK uﬁpofts or less
than 14%.per cent' of total imports w6 Canada
from the United Kin;:do—n ;

oM. Abbptt heId thir the resttictign pro-
gramme, ‘instead of.; hiddering 1mpérts from the
Unxter.‘ l\mtdom vduld stimuldte them because
‘of the auota’ basid " Takeé textiles ag an out-
s‘,r.andlnq examble Imports’ £rém’ the Uni ted

?tateq wou]d be” chit d'3wn to about’oHe:third of

ast 'yeap's exnorl‘.q to (_arrada, whereas Gredt
Britain- could expert 200 per cent of her lagc
vear's ex:aorts to this’ ‘colmtry. snd that Wuuld
apply to” & great many commodities. '~

There has bu:n talk in "thig debate ;- Nr
sbbott contmue\_, of™ econom.c donlinatron b)
the United States: Lex e qay thiid, that a
nation vhich loses its e:\cnan{'e resefves loses
its Lnfeﬁendence Let” tncrc br no mlétaLe
about, that. '

EICKE CCST CF LIVI&C I

'I'he ‘Pfime Minister,
moved i1n the House of
for apnointment of- a
special factnfi.m'.i.ng comm)ttee to investigate
increascs in the cost 8f living. The ‘committee,
under the motion, will examme and Feport from
timc to time as te: ‘
(a) ihe causes 6f ‘the recent rise ih the
cost of living;
(b) nrices which have beén''raised above
levels JUSthLEd by increased costs;
(c) rises in prices due to the acquiring,

Mr. Mackenzie KRing,

accumulat‘:’ing of withi.olding from sale '

by ahy nersons, firms or corporations

of any goods beyond amounts reasonably
required for the ordinary burposes of
taclr businesses,

(C.¥.B. February 6, 194S8)

The comritree will consist.of: Mes=rs.

Beaudry, Cleaver, Fleming, Homuth, Johnston,
Knowles, Lesarce, bartin, }aybank, Mayhew,
McCubbin, Nérrite, Nicholson, Pmarc‘ Ymith,
(Calrary West), Vinters, .

MR. BRACKEN'S AMENDMENT

John Bracken, PFOPTP;anC Conrervative
leader, moved, 1n amendment, that the committec
be given not on!y vicer terms of reference but
also authority to malé recommendations. To
the naragrap..§ of the Prire Minmister’s motion
cited above, hr. Bracken's amendment would
add: i

And 1a oartlcular‘to examine and revmort
upon; .
(d) the effect of nresent government pod.-

ycres in lesscniny Cansd1an agr;cultur')

‘ froduction;

s (e) the advisability of cont1nu1ng the
prescnt controls-on nriecs of farm
vroducts vhen there are no controls
over' farmers' costs of nroduction;

, b)) "the advisavility of reverting .to oay-
‘ + merts of subsidics on essential commo-
dities of consumntion; '

(1) soreals beiween nrices received by pro-
ducers wnd prices naid by consumers.

Mr. Bracken’'s amendment would also add the
following clause:

That ss well as reporting its findings
the committee shall from time to time make
recormendations to the Housc of Commons, as
in the opanion of the committee may be.con-
siderced necessary. to securc as far as
vossible, fair and just retumns to nroduc-
ers, - emnloy ces and employers and fair and

" just practices in marketing and dist¢ribu-
_ tion that'vill saleguard the interests of
- consumers as well as of nroducers. -

Submxttxng his;motion, -the Prime Minister
said the motion was for one sncprfic ourpese,
namely, the apJuLntmcnt of_a-s?egxg! comnrttee
to investipatc the rife tn.nrices and the cost
of living vith snecial reference to what were
ordinarily Jescrived as nrof1tcerxng and hoard-
ing. The morion was only one of 2 scries of
measures which the government had already
adopted 1n relation to solution of the nroblem
and also of other mearures that votild Le
bfought forward later in the sersion.

For obviouxz reasons, hr. Mackenzie King
added, some other parts of the government's
programme could not be disclosed at this time.
For cxamsle, 1t has been stated in the presr
that tic prooer vay to bring dovn the cost of
Yiving 15 to mole certain changes 1n tae tax
schedules and” the like. As hon. members lnow,
the government cannot Jisclosc tts »rogramme
regardln“ taxation until the budget ttself 1s
brought down. .

Mr. Bracken charred ‘that the government was
tryinp to siderten the issue through cstablish-
ment of the esrmittee, that 1t was trying to
nlace on othersg trc Llare 1t shquld assume for
mishanlling controls,
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