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arrives), the 750 cubic miles of water is available every year and is
replenished by the continual operation of the hydrologic cycle.

FLOW OF CANADA'S RIVERS

Drainage Area Mean Flow
River (Square Miles) (cfs)

St. Lawrence 295,000 400,ODO
Mackenzie 700,000 300,000
Fraser 90,000 100,000
Columbia 40,000 80,000
Nelso 414,000 75,000
Yukon 130,000 75,000
Churchill (Labrador) 30,000 60,000
Skeena 21,000; 40,000
Saint John 22,000 30,000

Canada's history has been moulded by the influence of great rivers

The country's first industry, the fur trade, depended upon thi
access provided by the St. Lawrence River, the Great Lakes and their 1
streams and the many other great waterways which provided transportat:
the interior.

The early settlement of the country depended on this same re
of access. The plentiful water supplies of the flat, fertile plains
Ontario and Quebec, the river-borne transportation of lumber and late
water-driven turbines, all were vital factors in the building of a Ca:

An adequate supply of fresh water is vital to modern Canada

Today, more than ever, water is the key to Canada's developmei
supplying the renewable energy required in industrial growth, providil
to raw materials and playing a vital part in the processing of these i

Domestic and municipal supplies. Canada's earliest settlers,
to carry or pump their household water supplies by hand, probably got
five gallons or less per day for each person. Today each member of ti


