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(c) Formulate or strengthen, as a matter of urgency, national policies and
strategies geared to substantially reducing overall poverty in the shortest
possible time, reducing inequalities, and eradicating absolute poverty by a
target date to be specified by each country in its national context;

(d) Increase public efforts to eradicate absoclute poverty and to reduce
overall poverty substantially by, inter alia, formulating or strengthening and
implementing national poverty eradication plans to address the structural causes
of poverty, encompassing action on the local, national, subregional, regional
and international levels;

(e) Attach particular attention, in the context of national plans, to
employment creation as a means of eradicating poverty, while also giving
appropriate consideration to health and education, assigning a higher priority
to basic social services, generating household income, and promoting access to
productive assets and economic opportunities;

6. Urges Governments to review, adopt and maintain macroeconomic policies
and development strategies that address the needs and efforts of women living in
poverty, in particular in rural areas, as set out in paragraph 58 of the Beijing
Platform of Action 4/ adopted by the Fourth World Conference on Women;

7. Reaffirms the agreement to a mutual commitment between interested
developed and developing country partners to allocate, on average, 20 per cent
of official development assistance and 20 per cent of the national budget,
respectively, to basic social programmes;

8. Stresses that, during the Year and beyond, people living in poverty
and their organizations should be empowered by involving them fully in the
setting of targets and in the design, implementation, monitoring and assessment
of national strategies and programmes for the eradication of poverty and the
development of community bases, ensuring that such programmes reflect their
priorities;

9. Takes note of the activities for the observance of the Year planned by
the organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, as contained in the
report of the Secretary-General, 2/ and invites them to take further
initiatives;

4/ See A/CONF.177/20.
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