
BCKGROUND

ico ha. 11,593 kas. of coastlines, a continental shelf of

,000 square kms. and 2.5 million hectares of continental
ers, 13,500 square kms. of coastal lagoons and 2.5 million
tares of inland waters. Within thie almost three million square
ouieters wit.bin the. 200 mile Exclusive Economic Zone, Mexico

a oential of over six million tons of various sppcie, of
ch i hasbeen determined -tliat 3.6~7 million can be .xploited-

hout affecting their evolution. The. exploitation of these
ources, hpwever, had been amali, spontaneous, limited anid
-atic iantil recently. It isn't until soe25 years ago, that
hting has become an important .conomic activity li Mexico.

'or. that, a reative lack of resources, as well as an

;ufficient "f ihiig awarenessIl had li<mited the. developent of
.s activity. The develop3ueft of agriculture and industry had

.n viewed as pillars of >(.xico's ecoomc development, wii

,h4ng Iisd been considered neithêr a significant source of food

inputs, nor the motor to an industrialization process in the

ig run, rnor a source of .mployment and foreign currency * It

,n'It untiji the 1970's, that f isiiing was viewed differently and
Fato grov dynamical ]y, q.n.rating an increas inq pdumary,
>ution, both to cover a growing dmsic .ead n xpqrts;

>1 yent; and an articulation of r.late4 acivities.

e legal framework for fishig~ is base& on the Nexican

istitution of 1917, wicuh states that the. nationial territory
1 is atrsare the proprty ofth Nain ic hste

jht o frther -«trans fer their domintion~ to individuals to,

-isittea rivate property, altbouqh uner the modes imposed

theNaion me Nation also bas sovereiqfgn riht ver the
zluiveEcomc Zoe vliicb comprises 200 nautical mie from

a coast * The. irat Fishing Law was passed by Preient C4rdenas

1925 and it paxticularly favoe coopeatives, for which wer.
sevte epoitation of certain opeies. This Law Iias

crearat f ishin SPCA in 1982. The present fising
odutin rgie was frmed beten~ 195 and 1950, allowing the

rtiipaio ofcooertive, private f irus and in4ependeflt

rim, trtl an cetai oter peces restill Tesee ~ for
-~~ ~ ~ A K-"J. . - I lcA Mv%É I l 1 wilh the rw hiah


