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The House will recall that a CIDA Mission headed by_the Agency's

- President, Mr. Paul Génin-Lajoie,~recent1y returnéd from Bangladesh. The
Canadian food a1d a]]ocat1on to that country over the last three years has
averaged approx1mate1y 250 thousand tons per year or rough]y twelve percent
of total foodgra1n 1mports into Bangladesh. In dollar terms, this amounted

to an average of fdrty‘milTidn-do]]ars.per'year and c0unted for approximately
seventy-five'perCent.df total Canadian aidvdisbunséments to that country.
»vThe $29.0‘m111f9n'Ban§1adesh allocation for 75/76 should be compared with an
original conirjbution.of'$20 million for last year, rather than with the
year-end total of $60.0 hi]]ion?fon 74/75. The,djfference'df $40.0 million
was for additionai‘emefgency shipments of food throughoutllast year, due to
severe floods 1n4;hat‘country which cauSed Wfdespréad damage. Those addjiionaI
a]iocations inc]uded shipping costs and some rapeseed.

Because food aid represents such a 1arge component of our aid program
to Bangladesh and because food aid and food product1on are cr1t1ca1 not only
to human we]fare but a]so to ]ong term deve1opment the CIDA M1ss1on focused
much of its attent1on towards this area. In general terms, the conc]us1ons
of the Mission are out11ned below | b. |

Storage and Transportat1on

- The Mission_revdEWQd the prdduCtion,~prOCUrehent and distribution
system with officia]s-ofvthe Bangladesh Government as well as with other
major food aididondrs and'multilateral organizations. - The mission also
visited the port.faci1ities at'Chittagdng (the major port for food imports),
its grain storage facilities, as,well as the grain transportation facilities

and the outer anchorage’where larger ships are offloaded. -



