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17. It Is for this basic reason that the
sponsors of the present document be-
lieve it essentiai for any disarmamnent
agreement to include an effective yeni-
fication system. A general approach
to disarmament negotiations can estab-
Ilsh priorities only In the light of this
fundamental requirement.

18. The magnitude of the risk that a nu-
clear conflict would entail has been, and
stIli is, an essential element In the pre-
vention of confllcts. Il also explains the
importance which is attached to disarma-
ment negotiations in the nudlear field.

19. Successive events since 1945 have
shown the consequences, in millions of
deaths and in devastation, of the use of
conventionai weapons. The sponsors are
therefore convinced that a graduai and
balanced reduction of conventional
weapons wouldi have a positive Impact
on the reduction of tension and hence
on the prospects for disarmamrent In
general, and the recluction of nuclear
weapons ln particular.

20. The study on conventional dis-
armament carried out by the group of
experts set up for this purpose drew
attention to a senies of other positive
aspects which should make progress in
this area possible.

21. On the basis of these considera-
tions, the sponsors believe that a
general approach to disarmament
negotiations on both nucleer and con-
ventional weapons should b. based on
the folîowlng principles:

(a) The priorlty objective is the preven-
lon of aIl conflicts;
<b) aIl States shovld contribute f0 negotia-
tions aimed at the conclusion of balanced
and veriflable dîsarmament agreements,
while bearîng in mind fthe special respon-
sibilify of the two major Powers;
(c) the agreements should provide for
concrete measures, and should not be

into, account the nisks not only of nuclear
conflicts, but also of those of a conven-
tional nature;
<g) within this framework, conventiona
disarmament should be considered as
an essential element of the global disar-
mament proceas;
(h) negotiafions in this field should be
pursued wlth the parallel aim of conclud-
ing baianced and veriflable agreements

on measures to lessen the risk of sur-
prise attacks and build confidence;
(1) the Conference on Disarmamnent, as
the single standing multilateral nego-
tiating body, should play a leading role
In soiving the complex of items that
are on Ils agenda, as weli as ln drawing
up vital agreements such as the one
now belng negotiated on the subject of
chemicai weapons."

University of Saskatchewan Hosts Symposium on
Bhopal Ga8 Tragedy

The. following article was prepared
by the Arms Control a.nd Disarma-
ment Division of the Department of
External A ffairs.

The University of Saskatchewan hosted
an International symposium Septem-
ber 25-27 entltled "Hlghiy Toxlc Chem-
icals: Detection and Protection Methods".
Participants came from the USA, UK,
Sweden and France as well as from
Canada. The keynote speaker was Pro-
fessor J.M. Dave, Dean of the School of
Environmental Sciences af Jawaharlal
Nehru Universify in India. Professor
Dave and his staff were lnvoived ln
the immediate scientlflc investigation
as weIl as in the Ionger-term lnqulry
reiated to the Bhopal gas tragedy in
early December 1984.

sibiy, certain other chemiceis occurred
over a perlod of iess than an hour. if
is estimated that 150 000 to 200 000
people of a cly population of 800 000
were exposed to the gas disoharge.

ln this context, the probiems encouni-
tered by the Indian authoritles in investi-
gating the gas release and in determinlng
the cause of lnjury and death were ail of
partîcular concern f0 participants in the
symposium. Even in this weli-deflned
situation where officiais and sclentlsts
had timeîy access to the site and knowi-
edge of what the plant was produclng


