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CHAPTER 1V
International Bureau
ARrtIiCcLE 23

General Functions

f 1. A central Office, situated at Berne, knows as the International Bureau of
€ Universal Postal Union, and placed under the supervision of the Swiss Postal
i Ministration, serves as a medium of liaison, information and consultation for
€ countries of the Union,
b Thjs Office is entrusted especially with the duty of collecting, collating,
“b_hShlng and distributing information of every kind which concerns the inter-
ia 1onal postal service; of giving, at the request of the parties concerned, an opin-
AI}, Upon questions in dispute; of making known proposals for modifying the
°tS of the Congress; of notifying alterations adopted, and, in general, of taking
ap Such enquiries and work in connection with editing and arranging material
e Convention, the Agreements, and their Detailed Regulations shall assign
1t, or as may be entrusted to it in the interest of the Union.
b 2 It acts as (.:Iear.‘ing-hou.se for the settlement of accounts of every descrip-
Whl'l relative to the international postal service between the Administrations
Ich claim its assistance.
ARTICLE 24

Ezxpenses- of the International Bureaw

A L. Each Congress fixes the maximum figure for the ordinary annual expendi-
¢ of the International Bureau,
of hese expenses, as well as the special expenditure occasioned by the meetings
Spea- ongress, Conference, or Committee, and the costs which.may arise out of
theelal work entrusted to the International Bureau, are borne in common by all
Countries of the Union. :
2. To this end, the latter are divided into seven clagses, each contributing
the bayment of the expenses in the following proportion:—

1st class 25 units 5th class 5 units
2nd (43 20 [£4 6tll 44 3 144
3rd Seina] Bt Thh bekt = 1emnid
4th Shert-1 Ot

ati, 3. In the case of a new adhesion, the Government of the Swiss Confeder-

e]asn.se-ttles, by agreement with the (Government of the country concerned, the
S 1

of g 0 which the country is to be placed for the apportionment of the expenses

e International Bureau.
PART 11
General Regulations

CHAPTER. T
ARTICLE 25

Freedom of Transit

Unioi{ Freedom of transit is guaranteed throughout the entire territory of the

Loy 2. Freedom of transit for postal parcels is limited to the territory of the
Dtrieg taking part in this service. : '

loy,, BSured articles may be forwarded in closed mails through the territory of

Sip: 1168 which do not undertake the insured letter and box service or by the sea
1°e8 in respect of which responsibility for insured articles is not accepted by



