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“\With this danger in mind, we deplore
Israel’s unjustified occupation of West
Beirut. Upsetting the carefully worked-
out ceasefire agreements could only have
a destabilizing effect on an already tense
situation. In light of the most recent
tragic events, Israel should withdraw from
West Beirut so that the task of restoring
stability might begin under Lebanese
government authority.

“Although Canada is not a member of
the United Nations Security Council, we
endorse the council’s resolution which
condemns the massacres and authorizes a
number of important actions by the
Secretary General.”

Renovated Peace Tower reopens

After a two-year $4.6-million renovation
program, the 55-year-old Peace Tower in
the Parliament Buildings in Ottawa has
been reopened to the public.

The changes to the tower and carillon,
which took account of fire safety regula-
tions and the needs of physically handi-
capped persons, were directed by the
project manager for Public Works Canada,
Stig Harvor.

“The restoration of the tower was a
very time consuming process,”’ said Mr.
Harvor. “It required much hand work.
Only half a dozen men at a time could
work in the constricted space. All the old
stone was reused.”

Elevator moves at an incline
One of the renovations to the tower is a
unique new elevator designed and built
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by the Otis Elevator Company Limited,
which travels up an incline of ten degrees
and then moves vertically to the top. Pre-
viously the trip was made on two elevators
with a transfer point. In addition, the new
elevator can take 355 people up in an
hour rather than 200 using the old system.
For the first time, also, physically handi-
capped persons are able to go to the
observation area.

The glass-enclosed observation deck
from where visitors are able to see the
grand sweep of Ottawa is immediately
below the tower clock, whose four
bronze dials were copied from Big Ben
in London, England. Glass panels have
been cut into the old stone walls at floor
level so children and people in wheel-
chairs can comfortably see out and
people with cameras can kneel for
unusual photos of the four granite
gargoyles jutting out below.

Each of the bells of the carillon was re-
moved from its mounting and cleaned.
The largest bell clappers were cleaned and
painted while the lightest, 17 in all, were
given new clappers.

The largest bell, called the Bourdon,
weighs 10 tonnes and is inscribed with a
dedication: ““To keep in remembrance the
service and sacrifice of Canada in the
Great War.”” The smallest bell weighs only
5.4 kilograms. The belfry was fitted with
moving shutters to prevent snow, sleet,
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