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status of New Guinea be determined through negotiations between the Repub-
lic of the United States of Indonesia and the Kingdom of the Netherlands."
The negotiations envisaged in this Charter extended well beyond the specified
one year period, and were eventually broken off without agreement. Subse-
quently the Indonesian Government requested that the question of West New
Guinea be placed on the provisional agenda of the ninth session of the General
Assembly.

The basic positions of the two Governments were fully explained in the
debate in the First (Political and Security) Committee. The Indonesian
Govemnment contended that West New Guinea was an integral part of the
former Netherlands Indies, over which complete and unconditional sovereignty
had been transferred to Indonesia; in over 100 years of rule the Dutch had flot
advanced the educational standards or the political development of the inhab-
itants of West New Guinea, who were sociologically closer to the Indonesians
than the Dutch; the tension which existed between the two parties to the dis-
vute constituted a latent threat to the peace and security of the area.


