
THE IMPEILIAL CONFERENCE

specially quallfied to take a useful part ini the deliberations.
Th colonial office suggested as a suitable subjeet for discussion,
in addition to defence, postal and telegraphie communications,
and4 to tis the Conference of itself added, ini the course of its
mimons, such matters as legisiation with regard to merchan-

dis-marks and patents, the effeet of foreign bounties on colon-
ia wpgr production, and the investment, of trust funda in
ooial securities.

The. second and third conferences were held under the
preidecyof Mr. CJhamberlain. The former was convened

lacnnxo with the celebration of fier late Majesty's
"Diamond" Jubilee (1897), and the questions which Mr.

Chaberainproposed for discussion i bis opening speech
inluded politicâl relations, defence, commercial relations,
ad matters connected with ocean cables, the establish-

met Mf an Imperial penny post, and allen Immigration
las It i. of interest to record the fact that it was
on this occasion that Mr Chamberlain referred to the Aus-
tmlian suggestion that a commission should be appointed to
ilquire into the feasibility of dloser commercial arrangements
withn the. Empire, stating that if it were the wish of the other
9eUf-overning colonies to join with Australia in such an inquiry,
tjehome government would also be glad to take part in it.
Two points of importance emerge in the record of the pro-

edjg of this conference. In the first place the a&qembled
rermtatives, by a. majority, declared their opinion that the.

prgn pôlitical relations between the United Kingdom and
tb selt-goveriiing colonies were "generally satisfactory under
tb eisting condition Mf things," and secondly, they thouglit
"t it would be desirable to hold such conferences periodically

fo tbe discussion of iatters of common interest.
The coronation of King E dward was the occasion of sum-
m igthe. third conference in 1902. The subjecta proposed

in 4avaoe were again the political and commercial relations
ofth Empire, and its naval and military defence. Furtiier

wantonswere invited from the colonial governments, and
Vib&ve to guide and assiat discussion they were also asked


