THE GUARDTIAN.

L omumY,
THOUGHTS SUGGESTED AT THE SACRA-
MENT.

FROM THE LITERARY GARLAND,

Awake my Heaven-bound soul—arise, rejoice,
For rapt immortals tom the realms above

Are hovering round me --and a still small voice,
Now bids me welcome to the Feast of Love.

That man of God, before the Throne of Grace,
Now offers up the soul sent sacrifice,

A smile of rapture on each feature plays,
While all his soul is centered in the skies.

Sweet--sweet is music to. the exile’s soul,
That sends remembrance home to happier days,
His bosom heaves with thoughts that scorn control,
And ]iope rekindies her expiring rays.

But sweeter far to. bis immoxial mind,

Whom conscious guilt has bound.in; dark despair,
When first in trembling accents unconfin'd;_

He breathes. to Heaven a confidential prayer,

The threatening clouds disperse, and backward roll,
While faith and love irradiate the gloom,

'The Sun, of Righteousness revives the soul,
Whose promis’d rainbow. gilds his.cancel’d doom.

"T'ia sweet; to, rove at even’s silent heur
Alone--tp muse oo Nature’s charms unfurl’d,

And converse hold with the Eternal power,
Who rules and guides.the universal world..

But to the.ransom’d soul, tis doubly sweet
"To feel, the joys Immanuel’s love has given,
With those who round the sacred altar meer,
‘Fasting on earth the embodied bliss of Heaven.,
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AN ADRESS.TO ONE OF THE CONGREGA-
TIONS OF THE ASSOCIATE SYNOD WHICH HAVE RE-
CENTLY JOINED THE COMMUNION OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND. BY, THE REV. WILLIAM WALLACE
DUNCAN, MINISTER OF CLEISH, KINROSS-SHIRE.

The cireumstances under which I address you at
present are fraught with overwhelming interest. Tili
. within a very few. days you belonged, as a congre-

gation, to a communion which,, though halding
exactly the same doctrines asthe Established Church,
bas, uevertheless, till now kept itsell quite distinet
from it as a body. In that communion there is much
that demands the respect and admication of every
right thinking man. The principleson which you
seceded from the Church of Scotland were, Lam per-
suaded, perfectly conscientious, and therefore lion-
ourable.  And in these days when sterling principle
is ata discount, and expediency reigns.paramoynt in
80 many quarters, it is not a little refreshing to observe
80 pumerous and respectable a body of Christians
{actuated by the very same views as those which ori-
ginally led their fathers to,separate tliemselves, with
much reluctance, from a Church to which they were
warmly attached) returning so readily to. the bosom.
of that very Church, It was on principle that they,
seceded— 1t is on principle that yau return.. It was
because of seen.and felt corruptions that they formed
themselves into a separate community and now thag,
you. their sons, join yourselves once more to.the Na-
tional Chureh,, it is because you are convinced, on
what you conceive, and 1 douht not will prove, to be
good grounds, that these corruptions are in a fair way
of being thoroughly reforived, 1u the name of that
Church, of her ministers, her elders, her people
—in ‘the name of every individual belonging to
her communion who i interested in her welfare, and
hails the dawn of a bgight eta in her. history, 1 wel-
come you, and bid you most cordially God speed.
You have proffered brotherhood « in troublesome
times.” ‘These arenot days when the Ark ot our
Zion moves smoothly on, her course, with the sun of
worldly prosperity shining on her, and no dangers

around her, . On the contrary, just as might have|

been expected, when God began to smile, upon us
and symptoms of, returning life appeared. among us,
the worlil'is pouring npon her, and eppmies ot vari-
oiis Kindsy fvom,some of wham better th!ngs might
have been expecteds ave marshalling in hostile array
against her.. Be assured, we appreciate and cordial-
ly reciprocate the friendly feelings, which, i these
days of rebuke and blasphemy, have prompted. you
to cast in your.lot With us—1tp share opr dangers, and
offer us your aid. Aud'now that [ appear befove you
an ambassador of Christ, [ am desirous to impress
. Upon you as deeply as possible one njost impogtant
duty, whicl'1s imperatively demande of you by, the
new relation ‘in which you' have volimtarily placed

'ipeace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love

Yourseives to our beloved Zion. Thiag duty 18 express-
ed in the language of Pucred Beripture, « Lray for the |

thee.”

How delightful it would be, were youto celebrate
this your return to the bosom of the Mother-Church
by more vigorous and united exertions in the cause
(of Christ—by a more decided manifestation, than
iyou have ever yet made, of your interest in the exten-
;sion of His Kingdom—by more systematic’ social
{prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Ghost. I know
{vot whether there beany fellowship meetings i con-
nection with thig congregation or not ; but, if not, s
there no. one here who is ready to coms ferward, and
tostir up his brethren to unite without delay in so
important and interestinga work ? A more favous-
able opportunity than the present there can never be
and O, if you are sincerely interested in the spiritual
well being of yourselves, your families, your friends
—of hundreds of perishing sinners aryour very doors
—yvou will not, you cannot, be backward in forming
yourselves without delay into ay least one seetely for
weekly or monthly prayer, Andif vou do, who can
tell what new life, and energy and success, may be
imparted to all the ministrations of your pastor, who
can tell how many who are now utterly unconcerned
about their souls, serving the devil and hastening fast
to hell, may, be arrested in their headlong career, and
brought within the {fold of Christ?. What is to pre-
vent this very town and neighbourhood from be-
coming the scene of a Revival.us lively, as animating
as arousing, as remarkable 1 every respect, as any
that has ever been vouchsafed since apestolic times”?
It is very comimon to ery out against the coldness,
and slothfulness,and inefiiciency of the Church. Butd
would just ask those who do so, whether they have done.
their duty:in praying for g purer and a brighter era 2—
If not they have no right to find fault. So long as
any are indifferent to the well being of the Clurch,
and neglect fervently to pray for its advancement and
success, it ill becomes them to speak of coldvess and
slothfulness, and ivefficiency. On their shoulders, in
a great-measure, lies the blame. Ministers are more
dependent on the prayers of their people, for their
personal piety and habitual suscess, than their peo-
ple seem to.be at allaware, What wonder if few or
no conquests be achieved when the arms of the mes-
'sengers of truth are not upheld by the earnest snp-
plications.of those among whom they labour ! What
wonder should any Cliurch (however  surprising her
past history) becanie a proverb aniong men, if it be
doomed to struggle against the fearful calamity .0'
havisg a. worldly, formal, prayerless people with
which to do

At present, a dark and- pertentous cloud seemsto
be suspended over the Church of Seotland. Alleyes
are turued towards it. Her enemies are eagerly ex-
pecting it to.burst in ruin on her head. But her
rveal friends behaold with joy the brilliant rainbow of
hope that smiles from the lowering cloud ; and if you
do your duty in praying foxher prosperity and peace,
and if all.others who belong to- her communion do
theirs, youshall presently see yonder- heavy masses
fulling asunder and nielting away,till the bluesky shall
appear withouta speek, and. the pinnacles. of our
Ziou shall again glitter in the rays of a cloudless sun !
— Scottish Chiistian. Herald.,
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INTERESTING EXTRACTS,

THE DEATH BED:
B¥ THE REV.J. WADDELL, Charlotielown, P. E. Island

On a dark and gloomy evening i the month of]
Becember 1834; when 1 had:already. left the place
of my residence to visit a poor woman who. had: fop
sowme time been languishing under the-wasting infly-
ence of consumption, and:was looking forward witl,
anxiely to.aspeedy entrance into the world ofspirits,
L was overtaken by a. messenger, and informed that
a,young and beloved friend, who had. for some time
previous.been in. delicate health, had become alarm-
ingly ill, awd desired to see me wnmediately.. Wi
alacrity and sadness I obeyed the summons, and in 4
few minutes reached the house of affliction, which
presented a scene of distress which 1 have nevep,
seen equalled. A group of men first met my view ;,
and on their countenances were porirayed feelings ot
alarm and expressions of the deepest sadness, The
agonized father seemed like one bereft-obhis reason -
apd.the fond and youthful husband was overpowar.
ed by his feelings, when he endeavoured toreport
that she wham 1 loved so well, thought herself sjck
unto death, and despaired of life beyond the grave,
T'nraugh a group of weeping friends 1 entered hey
room; and welldo Lremember the piercing look with
which she poticed my eatsance, and the agonize(
accents it which she inquired if L thought there conld
be hope for her.. Death, she said,. stared her in the
fuce, and she was unprepared to die. She had neg-
lectedy till too late, to attend to the one thing need.
{ul ; and now she must suffer the consequence of hey
folly.  With a full hieart, a moistened eye, and a tre-

FEBRUARY 4
’

s

mulous voice, 1 directed her to some of the precious.
promises of the Gospel, reminded her that at the ele-
venth hour employment had been obtained inthe vine-
yard of the Lord, and that te the dying thief upon the
cross the gracious language of his compassionate Sa-
viour was : % To-day shalt thou be with me in Para-
dise,” and encouraged ber to. believe that {or her, par-
doning merey might still be in store. An appeal was.
made to the throne of grace on her behalf, in which
all about her fervently joined ; and,,at the solicitation-
of her affectionate and anxious mother, appropriate
and favourite passages ot scripture were read for her
adyantage. Older and more experienced ministers.
than I, were ealled in, and, in the course of the e-
vening, they spoke to her of the perfect cdaptation of:
the provisions. of the Gospel to her necessities, and
implored for her the renewing and justifying and sanc-
tifying influence of the Spirit of God.. No language,
that I can command, can convey a just representation.
of the anguish and dismay in which the two or threo.
sueceeding. days were spent.. All that wealth, and.
friencship, and aftection, and piety could command,.
were called iute requisition to soothe, if possible, the
anguish of the agonized sufferer; but who can minig..
ter to a mind diseased 2. Amid the most excruciating
pains, her soul was absorbed in the all-important in-.
quiry, “ What must Ldo e be saved ?”” o that en-.
quiry, however, she was eventually enabled, by Di.
vine grace, satisfactorily to reply.. ‘He who had said

to the troubled sea, “ Peace ! be still,” and produced

a calm, calmed her perturbed spirit, and gave her-
peace in believing.  He who had rescued doubting

Peter from sinking in the devouring waves, support-

ed.herin her extremity, and enabled her to rest upon.
the rock of ages ; He who had said to Thomas, *Be.
not faithless but believing.” enabled her to say with

him, “My Lord and my God !”* The announcement

of this happy change wrought upon hermind, was re-.
ceived by hes.doating paremts and pious friends as life

from the dead. The strong bouds of natural affection i

it is true, were not loosened, but the bitterness of,
death was past, and the now resigned mother, who,
in the anguish of her soul, had at first exclaimed, « 1,
cannot give her up,” looked forward with ecalmness-
and composure, to the separation which she saw ra-
pidly.approaching.

Of these things liwas.no unconcerned spectator.—
Constamly by her side, I" marked with scrutinizings
eye, every symptom of change, both i mind and in
body ; and accustomed to look upon death-bed repen=-
tance with suspicion, I suffered no circumstance to
pass unheeded,.thay had a tendency-to decide the ¢ ha-
racter of that, whieh Lhad witnessed now professed,
1 knew much of the native sweetness of her disposi-
tion, ofithe strength of her filial affection, and of the
devotedness of hies conjngal attachment ; and, | may-
perhaps be considered uncharitable. when I make the
avowal, I at first wondered whether it were possiblés;
that the exercise of these could influence her to stp--
press her feelings, and, for the sake of her distressed
relations, excite hopes on. her.account which wero:
without foundation. Innumerable circumstances, .
however, combined 1o satisfy me that the doubt which
had crossed my mind was harsh and severe; and b
soon.felt convinced of the sincerity and. truth of (he-
profession which she had made. .

Her previous.alarm subsided ; .a calm serenity set-
tled-upon her countenance ;. and her remaining ener--
gies were directed 1o the service of her Redeenier.—
Birterly did she. bemoan the unprofitableness of her:
past lite, her negligence of her. eternal interests, and,
her disregard. of the glory of God. She expressed.
hut one objeet for which she. could '
evince the sincerity of:her repentance, and to gl'orif}'
God in her body and spirit, which were his. . Brother
or sisier she had none; but father, mother, hushand,.
and friendg, were most, earnestly, and impressively
admonished by her, not to. delay, as she had done,.
till the last, to attend to the things which belonged to-
theic eternal peuce. - She tinsted thaty vile and guilty’
as she was, she had obtained mercy, and expressed 8
fond hope, that if it shauld pleasé the Lord now to-
remove her, he would take her to himself, to behold-
and to share his glory; but she entreated all sround
her, nat to-presume upon the eleventh houry for em--
ployment in the vineyard, but to.remember that
“now is the accepted.time, and now is.the day, of sal=
vation.” : :

The exeitement oceasionad:by the scenes which I
have endeavoured faintly to deseribe, connected with
the rapid progress of her disease, soon brought her
very low ; and in four or five days, tram. the. time .
had first been. called to her chamber, she was evi
dently very near the close of her earthly course..
feel as it 1 could still hear her whispering accents, re-;
questing us to sing a hymn, and see the ‘tervour 0
devotion with which, on the night we thought woull
be Lier last on earth, she joined w singing that golem?
and imipressive one, begiuning: 3

“The hour of my departyre’s. come,

I Lear the voice that csily me home.*"‘

wish to live,—10- .




