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of it, le one of tbe best meane of riddlng it of germe.
But the upturnlng of land that bas bain undisturbed
for a long bime je generahhy followcd. by a sudden
sud enormous development of germe. In thie way
may be explained the epidemice of dysentery, diph.
theria, byphoid fever and ether diseases that occur
apparently witheut cause wben the seil je upturncd
for agricultural and induetrial purposes.

TalÉ annual meeting of the Ontario Fruit Growers
Association willbe hoeld in Windsor on the 1Oth,
llth, and 12th of thie mentb. A large number of
preminent Canadian and American specialiste will
attend* and take part in the discussions. Some ef
the leading questions te ho discussed will be grape,
peacb, plume, pear and apple culture; the utilizabion
0f second grade fruit, and the running of fruit trains
te meet bbe hIcreaeed. demande of the fruit trade of
bbe province.

No botter evidonce cf the material progrees of a
ceuntry could be aeked for than the condition of
her experte and importe. lb ie exbremely grati.
fyiug te find that Canada in this respect can put
forward a very etreng case. For the firet four
menthe of the crent fiscal year ber ex -porte were
$46,816,464; corrcspending pcriod lest year,
$38,620,696 ; jucreaso, $8,195,768. Importe, $41,.-
643,174; saine perîed last year, $39,055,785; in-
crease, $2,587,389. The vcry large increase in the
exporte i, te say the leasb of it, remrnakable.

ONiE of bbc meet remarkablc and ebartling: events
of tbe prenent century occurred lest month. In a
few heure Brazil was changed frein an empire te a
republie witbeut bloodabed. Brazil bas an im-
mense ternitory cxtcnding from tbc Atlantic te the
confine of Paru and Bolivia, and frein Uruguay te
Venezuela, uearly laquai te the whole ara of Eu-
rope. It mens always rcgarded as the model 8tate
of South America, cnjoylng froc constitutional
government, administered by a most enligbtened
and benevolent monarch, Empaerr Pedro II. The
revolution. broke eut se euddenly and cffectively
that the irbole world wondered. Whab led te tbe
revolution ie yet a mere matter cf conjecture. The
empaer and bis family irere treated with the def-
cronce due te their exaltcd rank, and left tbc
country for Europe quictly and unostentatiously.
The new govcrnment je consbituted as the Republia
of bbe United States cf Brazil. The empaer re-
colived $2,500,0O0 In cash and a provision for tbe
reet of bis life in bbc form cf an aunual pension of
$450,000, wbich is te be provided for iu the civil
liet cf bbc now republie.

TEE other day a deputatien frein the Canada
Mutual Fire Underwriters Association waitcd upon
Hon. Mr. Drury, Minister of Agriculture, and dis-
cnsscd witb hum tbc dangers arieing frein eteam
thresbing and tbc mont deairable romcdy. The de-
putabion urgcd that bbc onhy truc remedy for lire
rcsulting frein seam bbresbcre would be te remove
the angine as fat frein bbc barns as possible and lu
order to7-accomplisb this It iras ittated that tbc
practicability of running a tbreeher by wune cables
had beau dcmonstrated, whlch would. ailow tbc en-
glue te be placed net only opposite the barn doors
but at any angle therefrom, tberoby alwaye taking
advantage of the wmnd. Another important mabter
te whicb bbc attention cf bbe Minister wae drawn
was the ueccssity for Govenmcent inspection cf ail
basses tbroughoub bbc country whero tbc enigin of
the lus ias iuvolvcd lu myetery. Thcy reprecnted
abrongly bbe fact that inccndiary fires irere on tbe
increase lu our rural districts, bbc effect of wbicb
wae te increaee tbc coat of lusurance te the honeet
fariner. They irere firmly convinced that if officiais
clobhcd. with special powers by the Govcrnment
irere appoinbed, it would bave bbc offeet of chccking
t bie clas cf crime te a considerable extent. Mn.
Drury teck a deep intenet la bbc discussions and

pronised te give bbc mubjecta bis earnest conaider-
abion.

TRPRE are people te be met with everywhere who
tbink toc mucli about themselves, who have an ex-
ag gerated conception of their own importance, and
wbo imagine that they are separated from the rest
of the world by greater fineness of fibre and a super.
iority of organization which unfits tbemn for the
etruggle in which ordinary mortais are engaged.
These people are pessimiste. What in now known
as pessimism is a mental and sentimental diease
wbich ie more likely to affect those who have been
surfeited with the good thinge of life and wbo have
been trained too fine, s0 far as their seneibilities g ,
rather than those who are actually in the hattie for
existence with muscles hardened by the confiict and
spirits made the more courageous by its dangers
and difficulties. The man wbe bas to work to live,
who muet be alwaye i the thickeet of the compet.
itive fight, may exhaust hie physical energy, but he
cannot afford teogea hie determination. IMe je in
the traces, and be muet go abead orbe crusbed. It
je cowardice for hlm to rapine, and it je folly to let
the wisb for freedom divert hlm from hie work, for
only througb work eau he have any hope of ultimate
cînancipation frein his slavery. As he persista in
the lobor, too, he conquers the natural indisposition
of man to eteady and methodical effort, and almost
before he kncws lb thc joy of life cornes rather frein
work than froin pleasure. Life je undoubtcdly not
wertb the living, so far as socicty is concerncd, if it
ie selfiah, and employed for self-indulgence only ; ib
muet be made useful. Ib in ale equandered if it je
spent i self-pity. 0f course there is a pessimisin
whicb in as much a mental and moral disease as mal-
ancholia, to whicb it beare a close rescinblancc ; and
Hire melancholia, it affects its victime witbout regard
to their reasonable grounds for happinese and hope.
fuinees. Then, again, there are vain and silly young
men wbo pretcnd te pessimisin sioeply te atbract
attention. But the genuine peesimiet in usually a
man of a sentimental temperament, with a more or
les md'rbid physical organization, who has plenty
of leisure and bas tried in vain te get satisfaction
frein tbe material abundance cf which he je possess-
cd. The sovereigu cure fer it, je te set the invalid
te work se that be shall forget himself and te Induce
hum te spend hie sympathies on others rather than
bimself. This pessinism i ahi exccpt its insane
manifestations je a mere fancy, a manufactured state
cf mind. It ie a whim, or it may be nething more
than a sympteni of transitory bodily ailment de-
pressing te tii, spirite.

5CASH PRIZE COMPETITIONS
0f Interest to euery Fairm Household.

MASSEY'S ILLUSTRATED bas been seadily win-
cng fast f riends during the past twelve menthe,
and ne wonder, for neither bime ner money have
beau epared by its publishers te fill its pages wibh
intereeting and instructive matter and witb the
handeomeet illustrations obtainable.

None cf our past zeal shaîl be wantîing in the
future te make the ILLusTRÂTED a journal of abll
greater mernt.

As thie journal je publisbed in the interest of
r ural homes, and with a view te grcatly incrcasing
Its usefulness, we have decided te offer the fellow-
ing prize fer five competitions :

FIVE CASH PRIZE COMPETITIONS.
Noe. .- For the Best Story, based on some Ca-

,nadian thcme.-Open te every reader
)of the ILLusTBÂTED.

5'irst Pia, î5.00 in ceuh.
Second Prize, goods ta the value cf $3.00 eelected tram

aur Prcmium List.

N~o. 2. -For the Best Essay on ciCan eur present
Methode of Farming be improvcd upon,
and if se, Heow ? 'e-Open te Farmers
only.

Fitat Prize, $6.00 in cash.
Second Prize, goode te the value et $3.00 seleoted tramn

our Premium List.

No. 3.- For the Best Essay on ciGood Hous-
keeping."t-Open to Fiarmers' irives and
daughtcrs.

First Prize, y5.00 in cash.
Second Prize, gonds te the vaine cf $3.00 selcctcd from

our Premiain List.

No. 4.-For the Bcst Plan for a Gencral Pur-
pose Farm Barn.-Open te any reader
cf bbc ILLIJSTRATED.

Firet Prize, $5.00 In cash.
Second Prize, gonds te the value et ".00 selected tram

aur Preilui List.

No. 5.-For the Best Plan for a General Pur-
pose Pou ltry House. - Open te any
reader cf the ILLUSTRATYD.

Firet Prize, $5.00 In cash.
Second Prize, gooda te the value of 83.00 selected tram

our Prenijuin List.

CENERAL CONDITIONS.
The work an each compatition muet ho wholly original and

executed b>' the author's or designer's own band, and evidence
turnished te this effect if asked for.

The manuscript or plans entered fer competitbon shahl al
become tho p ropeit> of MAssav'e ILLusTRATED, but will ho re-
turned if they do nat care ta publish thein.

Firet and Second Prize Stories, Essaye, and Plans, and others,
if of sufficient merit, will ha published in the ILLUSTRATBO, and
if found deetrable mill be tully illustrated. Author'e and
Deîigners names wlll bes published unlees we are specially re-
quested net to do o e.

Work on each competition must be in premptly at Lime
specified bclowv, and muet he acccmpanîed by authores or de.
signeres f ull naine and P.O0. addrese. a

Ail communications muet be addressed to-Massey Prese,
blaseey Street, Toronto. Any enquiries requining an nwer
muet ho accompanied by a Se. stamp.

,9pecial Conditions. -Competitions No. 1, 2, & 8.
There will he three judges, one et %whoni will be Mr. Chao.

Mrrien, one ef the editors et the ILLUSTRATED <ex-Editar
Toronto Daily Mail), and two athers, who have ne connection
with MAaSEz'S ILLUsTRÂTF.D, and who will be dul>' appointed
and announced. Their decision wUll ho final.

Stories and Essaye wvill ha judgcd on the following basis:

(leneral Appearance, handwrlting, etc., maximum, 10 points.
Grammatical Consitruction and Spelling, le 20 .
Knowledge et Subject, . . . . 20 i
Originality et Theme and Argument, 20 9
Treatinent,....... ........ 30 l

No manuscnipt muet contain legs than 800, or more than
2000 wonls,

8pecial Conditions. -Competitions No. 4 & 5.
Thero wrill ho three judgee, ene of whcm will bo Mr. W. E.

Il. Masse>', who bas trom yauth had much te do with building
and the drawing of pians. Another will b. a prefeesional
architcct or draughtsman, and the third a competent snd
practical Judge of the requirements and utility of tarin barns
and pou!try bouses.

Plane wîll be judged on the follawlng busis:

Neatness and Accuraoy of Drawlogs, maximum, 20 peinte.
Exterior Design...............20 l
Interior Arrangements, . . . le 20
Adaptability te General Purpeses - tg 20
Coat et Construction, coinpared with

merlte of Design . . . le 20

Ail Plans should bes caretully done up betere belng pested,
te prevent their belng lest in transmisesion.

When Manuscripts and Plana must Me sent in.
The sooner wonk on cach competition le handed in the better,

but the tollowing are the lateet dates upon which manusoripte
and plans ivill he received-

Comapetitian No. 1- up te O pan. an Jan. l4tb, next.
No. 2- et Il Feb. llth, next.
No. 3- le .1 Barch lith, next.
Na. 4- et l Jan. l4th, next.
No. 6-- et le Feb. Ilth, noxt.
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