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Letters to the Editov.

[J'FF OFFI'i~x0 OURI C XN xirX MILITIA.

'Sui,-1 view of the prorninence given to war-scare mat-
ters in the public press of late, the efficiency or inefficiency
of our Canadian inilitia is thrust upon us as a subject of
very vital importance. Lt seems te, be generally conceded
that the force as at present constituted is flot effective, and
flot ini a position to makze a proper stand against an invading
army, and this state of things exists notwithistanding the
earnest efforts of many volunteer officers to make the corps
to which they.are severally attached a credit to themselves
and to tIre country.

As a mnilitia man of long standing 1, have had much
experience of camps, drilis, rifle matches, and recruiting, and
I venture to assert that althoughi we have many well drilled
and equipped city regiments and a number of fine officers and
men, yet our militia system in itself is for modern require-
ments entireiy wrong.

With weapons brought to such absolute perfection as
they are at present for long-range firing, the essential quali-
fication of Élhe soldier is that lie should be an intelligent
iian, and a, good înarksman. The mnen comprising the rank
and file of the present force, e4pecially in the rural batallions
fali very far behind the above standardi, and the natural con-
clusion rnust be that no suflicient inducement exists to draw
into our inilitia ranks the botter clasj of young men in the
countr'y. Bi-annual drill camps for the rural battalions as
at present conducted are ani alrnost useless waste of mioney,
time and energy.

Officers and non-comînissionedt officers may possibly get
a littie useful instruction there, but to, the ordinary private
the monotony of goose-step and marching up and down a field
ail] day is uninteresting and useless, and the oniy recruits
that can be obtained to undergo the ordeal are mon and
boys who have no other object in view than to earu fifty
cents a day and their board. One resdlt of fflling Up coin-
panies with recruits such as these is to bring volunteering
into contenxpt instead of its being, as it oughit to he, the
heailhv ambition of loyal Canadian subjects.

No0w as to the question of drill. 1 tlîink we have too
mnuch drili. If al] officers were obliged to qualify for their
positions as should be required of themu, they could,
iii the, event of being called to, active service, teach
their men ail foot drili actually necessary iii a very short
tirne.

D)rill and discipline (Io niot mean the saine thing, and
tIre popular notion that regim ents should display absolute
perfection iii their nmarching and counter-marching, is a
grave mistake wlren applied to the volunteers. V. would
therefore suggest that Brigade Campos, insteadof being as
they now are, places for learning this kind of drill, should
be organized with a view to giving chiefiy a tinorougîr course
of musketery instruction.

To attain this end, a competent Musketery Instructor
and staff should be attached to every regiment, and a Brigade
Jnstructor appointed for the whioie camp, individual, coin-
pany, and regirnen tal prizes, being awarded ait the comniple-
tion of tIre course. The working hours in camp l)eing tîru.s
chiefly devoted to tIre theory and practice of inusketery, the
foundation wouid ho laid for mnaking good shots of our mnen.
A beginning only, but a beginning that mighit have an
extensive continuation, whereas the work as at present dloue
in camp begins and ends with twelve days drill. In order
to continue tIre education initiated iii camp it would be
necessary for tie Government to assist iii establisliing local
rifle ranges, and to encourage rifle matches and the practice
of shooting by liberal granits of mnoney, ammunition, and use
of arms to individual volunteers. For a man can iearn drill
ii *a short time, but he cari hecome a reliable marksmuan
oniy by long practice and experience. If the question of
economy niust coue up il, tis connection, one lrundred good
shots would be of more effectuai service in resisting ami
invasiomn than onie thovsand ever io weil driiledi mnen "who
could not shoot.

Young inen almost without exception, especiaily iii
rural districts, like to use a gun, and if volunteering were
macle pleasant to theni instead of irksoîne, the better class
of themn would'corne forward and jouli the ranks, and the
country would in time be full of trained rifle men meady for
any emergency. To exclude undesii'able men the pay on first
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,joining the volunteers miglht be nierely a nominal sUI14, tO
be increased according to, efficiency and length of ServiCe
ICeen competition between individuals and corps would soOfl
resuit from a systemn such as the one advocated,the Volunteer
service would become popular and our best young mien eager
to join it;- and certainly an enemly would hiesitate to inivade
our country if it were known that lie would find sharp
shooters ail along the line. And we ourselves wouldj feel a
confidence begotten of oui' strenigth, and in dealingIii
international questions would more and more enjoy our foul
share of that unquestioned prestige that belonigs to the cgreat
Emtpire of whichi Canada forais no inconsiderable part.

PROFESÏSHIî(u AvuMI'S I li% O.

Sm, LIt is decidedly refreshing, this nw fr0111

Germnany;, quite a change of sceniery, altogether a chan'lge of
language, whichi must have proved quite a relief to editorg
of Englisli new.spapers, who almost exhausted their vocabu-
lary iii abusing Kaiser Wilhelii, froiii Silly Bill) to
Autocrat o>f ail (ierrnins. I arn surprised hoxv the po<)r
fellow lias stood it ail, and a greater wonder how the
(Jerînan nation lias survived it ;sucli heavy batteries go6

flot Groughit into action every day, but then we miust t'ake
into cons3ideration the aggravatedi situation, the Seileswrg'
Holstein enibroglio of lS,64 is nothing compared to the
present littie uuplea.santiiess ; however, it liad to hapPeut
and perhaps it is juit as weii that it did ;it hias cieared the
atimosphiere, and I amn sure the worl(1 is large enough for
both nations,. to get along, and the fittest xviii survive. T7he
Gernains are fitting themnselves for that occasion, and the
future xviii tell. Nohody will deny that they have dolie
remarkably wel] during the last thirty-five years,but of what
is yet to comrte,Professor liontgen's discovery is a sainple Ofit'
There is more to follow, anrd you need flot send your tlyîflg
squadron: xve xviii hand it overwithout a shot beingfiredforthe
gyreat l)enetjt to lîe derived b)y miankind. But what profoün(l
ignorance English newspapers displayed as to this enhiliert
savant's nationaiity. For days and days no mentioni 'V
made and people were allowed to believe that lie Wa53'1
Englishinan anid a good uîîany do so even îîow ;the', ""
were told that lie was a Frenchmlan, followed by the Dutch
man, thon camne the Dutch-Austrian (Nwhatever that waey
be> and, after a few more wanderings over tire Coritineît'
ire was allo wed to he identified with thlat great Teutoni"
race, the irrepre.ssible German, with a Vienna Wjirzburg
UJniversity tîrrown in, an institution flot iii existence. Aild
this is what moi-e people cali journalisîn. I xvas afraid that
we were to have another Waterloo, Rontgen doing ail the
figliting, arîd sorte other fellow stepping iii and clainling ai
the glory. The credit hiad to be given. 1 arn sorry it W5o
dlone so ungracefuily. If this erudite Germafl hBd
heIorîged to any other race, coluinns on coiumns wouid ha"e
been filled with the Profess4or's past career;- but niow we get
oniy the wonderful succes4s his Englishi scholars have ha -d
and how they are going to improve it, sic. But further, 'ai
one notice it was stated that a Frenchman named M.* Lebou
ass erts that lie lias taken photographs in this marne fo
severai years Weil, what a pity ; how utterly selfish
keep it to hirnseif ail] these years. This is what an Amiericalj
would cati " too thin ;" but then lie was a Frenclimun anl
lias always to inake an allowance for a member of )that
erratic race, rîotwithstanding the "rapprochement " betweel
the Englishi and the former. What a combinatiOn-I.
remninds me of a picture 1 saw a few days ago, showing II0W
in the much-talked-of Transvaal a zebra and a m3ule are
harnessed together. The sanie old story: miixing o' t
wmater. But then, you see, we are so splendidiy isolate
and how are we to reach those infernal Germans, that is tle
great problein. 1 will tell you some day. suid~

Wîlhelm Conrad Rontgen was born 1845, sude
Zurich, from which University hie received his degree of
Doctor of Physics; hie was assistant to the celebrated Dr*
Kundt, xvrote an important paper on bis favourite uib
and placed hirnself prominently before his coufltrynierî'
In the year 1870 we sec hirn appointed Professor at WurZ'
burg University ; in 1872, after the conquest Of Alsace and
Lorraine, hie was called te, the University of Stasb,7
acood o Forsetry wat madenhroe o on theinte year b
ando o subseety wasad ofessorm on the yati187 lie
returned to Strassburg, and 1879 saw hiiii Director. at the


